
Meeting No. 2
January 27, 2003

Hamburg Town Board Meeting
S-6100 South Park Avenue

Hamburg, N.Y. 14075

Supervisor Hoak calls the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Patrick H. Hoak Supervisor
Kathleen C. Hochul Councilwoman
Joan A. Kesner Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr. Councilman

Absent: D. Mark Cavalcoli Councilman

Also Present: Catherine Rybczynski Town Clerk
Richard Boehm Deputy Town Clerk
Gerard Kapsiak Town Engineer
James Spute Finance Director
Joseph Coggins Police Chief
James Connolly Highway Superintendent
Drew Reilly Planning Consultant
Tim Ellis Traffic Safety Coordinator
Martin Denecke Director of Recreation
Fred Kingsbury Real Property Appraiser
Barbara Brauch Clerk Justice Court

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Information on Fire Exits was provided.

Supervisor Hoak comments that there will be a public hearing this evening but, before that there
are some special recognition awards to be given out.  He turns the meeting over to
Councilwoman Hochul.

Councilwoman Hochul comments she is on the Board of Trustees for a wonderful organization
called Character First in Hamburg and she is joined today by the President, Suzanne McKenny,
and what they want to do as part of their efforts to support this initiative in the Hamburg is to
recognize Town of Hamburg employees who demonstrated the character trait of the month.  For
example, for the month of November and December the character trait was generosity.  So they
sent a memo around Town Hall asking employees to nominate names.  They would like to
recognize many different departments.  She then recognizes the Town of Hamburg Building and
Grounds Department, this was as a result of a letter from Herb Klein, Town of Boston stating
that he had no one to put up their holiday decorations, asking if the Town of Hamburg could give
them a hand.  Being good neighbors, Mr. Connolly assisted them and we received a wonderful
letter from them thanking us for our help. Next is the Town Clerk’s Department who collected
clothing and donated it to the Cornerstone Manor which is a division of City Mission.  The Adult
Day Care Center adopted a family with a handicapped child from the Lake View area for
Christmas. They purchased clothing, toys and a gift certificate from Tops, in particular Nancy
Crowley from the Day Care Center started this initiative.  The Police Department under the
leadership of Joe Kleinfelder and Todd Ehret, collected money to help a fellow Police Officer
Nick Ugale’s family who was sent overseas to Kuwait during the holiday season (this is an
ongoing effort).  The Court Clerk’s Office decided to collect money, instead of exchanging gifts,
and donate to a charity which was given to Nick Ugale’s family to cover the costs of snow
removal.  The Split Club nominated all Town of Hamburg employee’s who purchased split club
tickets or donated money to support school supplies for 20 kids, benefits for Madison McCarthy,
Taylor Briggs, Taysha Teed and Heather Catalano, various families in need of assistance and
Nick Ugale’s family as well.  The split club committee will receive a proclamation, and in
particular Tracy Haffner, Building Inspection, was the one who initiated the program in
September that purchased clothing and school supplies and they continued the efforts through the
holidays where she coordinated finding needy families, doing the shopping and delivery. 
Councilwoman Hochul comments that she is overwhelmed by the generous spirit of the Town of
Hamburg employees.  She then asks that the Departments recognized come forward for
recognition.  Suzanne comments that she has their new informational pamphlets, this is a
Townwide concern that involves getting all areas of the community to embrace the character
throughout our community.      



7:00 p.m.  Public Hearing for the Establishment of Engle Drive Sewer District.

Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk, reads the following notice as published in the Hamburg Sun
and the Front Page:

EXTRACT OF MINUTES
Meeting of the Town Board of the

Town of Hamburg, in the
County of Erie, New York

January 27, 2003

*          *          *

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg, in the County of
Erie, New York, was held at the Town Hall, in said Town, on January 27, 2003 at 7:00 o’clock
p.m. (Prevailing Time).

There were present: Hon. Patrick H. Hoak, Supervisor; and

Councilpersons:   Kathleen Courtney Hochul
     Joan A. Kesner
     Thomas J. Quatroche, Jr.

There were absent: D. Mark Cavalcoli

Also present: Richard Boehm, Deputy Town Attorney
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk

                             

*          *          *

At 7:00 o’clock p.m. (Prevailing Time) the Town Clerk stated that a Public

Hearing had been called for this meeting at the Town Hall, in said Town, in the County of Erie,

New York at 7:00 o’clock p.m. (Prevailing Time) to consider the establishment of Engel Drive

Sewer District (the “District”), in said Town.  The Town Clerk presented affidavits showing that

certified copies of the Order Calling said Public Hearing had been published and posted pursuant

to the provisions of Article 12 of the Town Law.

The Supervisor stated that the Public Hearing on the establishment of Engel Drive

Sewer District in the Town of Hamburg, was now open and asked if there was any interested

person who desired to be heard.



The following persons appeared in favor of the establishment of the District:

Attached

The following persons appeared in opposition to the establishment of the District:

Attached

The Town Clerk reported that the following pertinent written communications had

been received:

No Correspondence was received

*          *          *

Supervisor Hoak turns the meeting over to Town Engineer, Mr. Kapsiak, for an overview of the
project.

Mr. Kapsiak comments that there is a handout on this.  He then comments that Bob Marris and
Carl Calarco are present from R & D Engineering who helped with the map, plan process for the
formation of the proposed Engel Drive Sewer Project.  He then explains where Engel Drive is
located.  There are about ten existing homes on Engel Drive that have septic systems and do not
have public sewer service.  The systems have been failing over the years leading to some
neighborhood complaints about odors and discharges to eighteen mile creek, leading to requests
from the NYSDEC and the Erie County Health Department for public sewer service to be
extended to the area, which goes back to 1991.  In talking to various property owners over the
years about this the cost of a sewer project was considered as not being affordable to the property
owners.  They had applied to various grant funding sources but nothing came through. It was a
dead issue until early in 2002 when Tim Crawford, a neighborhood resident, contacted him and
asked that it be explored again. He explained that there would need to be a petition from over
50% of the homeowners showing that they are willing to go along with it and understand what
the cost would be.  This petition was submitted in July 2002 asking the Town to look into
forming a sewer district.  The petition was signed by 8 of the 10 property owners of developed
properties along Engle Drive.  They also contacted adjacent owners along Lakeview and Old
Lakeview who informed them that they would be interested in being included in the project. 
This has helped to reduce the overall cost per property owner.  They hired R & D Engineering to
prepare the map, plan and report which does a preliminary design and comes up with a cost
estimate, sets how the cost will be apportioned per property owner.  This was followed by the
Town Board calling a public hearing on December 9th scheduled for tonight, legal notice was
published in the local newspaper and a written notice was sent on January 14th to all the property
owners included within the proposed district which informed them of the estimated cost, which
resulted from the map, plan and report, and informed them of the public hearing being held
tonight.  He turns it over to Carl Calarco from R & D Engineering for more details.

Carl introduces himself and Bob Marris.  He then describes the area of the proposed sewer
district where there are a total of 21 lots.  

Dick Manfreda from Bullseye Construction, comments that he has the greatest concern and that
he originally put the sewer in, from where they are going to tap in. Would like an explanation of
where he donated the land for the pump and how are they going to pick up his lots.  Carl explains
where the pump will be located and comments that they will bring everyone on-line through an
eight inch gravity line.  They explain in detail how this will be done.  Mr. Manfreda comments
that they are providing the sewers from the front and it would be cheaper to do it from the back.  



Carl then continues giving an overview of the costs involved stating that they would like to see
the price come down as they get into the in-depth design.  For the financing they figured it using
an estimate of the Town obtaining a 20 year bond at a rate of 4.5%.  Hopefully the Town will be
able to obtain a lower rate bond or possibly a grant.  The annual debt service for these 21
properties would be $20,859 and the most efficient way to pay this was on a per property basis. 
If you divide this out it equates to a $993.00 annual debt per property along with the cost of
sewage treatment and maintenance at a cost of $212.00 per property for a total cost per developed
property of $1205.00.  Each resident will be required to provide the service from their house to
the Town right-of-way with estimates for this work of between $1,500 to $2,000.  The Town
typically charges a tapping fee, to tap into the sewer system, which would be $50.00 instead of
the typical $400 fee.  Councilman Quatroche questions how the cost is assessed, if it depends on
size or assessed value.  Carl responds that it is just per lot.  The Erie County Sewer District
typically requires a $1,500 connection fee per home to tie into their sewer system and the Town
has requested and has been granted that this fee is waived for all existing residencies. The
undeveloped properties will be required to pay that fee.  

Councilwoman Hochul wonders whether they consulted the Master Plan on this.  It was her
understanding that there were to be no sewer extensions on Lake View Road in the Lake View
overlay.  She was originally told ten lots and now there are 21 lots.  

Mr. Kapsiak explains that this was brought up to Councilman Cavalcoli, who was not able to
make this meeting tonight, and he commented that it was in compliance with the Master Plan
because it is providing service to the existing homes on Engel drive and will alleviate any
problems with their existing septic systems.  Councilwoman Hochul comments that she would
like to help the people on Engel Drive.  Mr. Kapsiak comments that the concern she has will
probably be allayed because, just today, the property owner on the northwest corner of Lakeview
Road notified them that he does not want to be included in the sewer district.  The only ones
along Lake View Road that would be included are Mr. Manfreda’s lots which are in an approved
subdivision already. Councilwoman Hochul questions Drew if the Master Plan calls for an
expansion of the sewers there.  Drew comments that it does not call for the expansion.  Mr.
Kapsiak comments that there was an intention that they would be expanded through the
Strawberry Fields subdivision but they weren’t able to obtain this through gravity because there
isn’t enough depth in the area.  It was intended, so therefore it is being included in this because it
is better to have sewer service than to have septic systems that would keep causin environmental
problems.  Councilwoman Hochul questions why properties along Old Lake View Road are
being included.  Mr. Kapsiak comments that he met with the property owners that were
petitioned and they suggested additional properties be looked at being brought into the district to
lessen the cost per property owner.  She comments that is a worthy goal, but she is very sensitive
to doing anything that isn’t in the Master Plan right now.  She then comments that sewers are one
tool that they have now to control the rate of growth in Lakeview.  She feels that if they ignore
that here, what will they have to stand on. Mr. Kapsiak comments that any further extensions
than what is shown here could not be accomplished by gravity sewers.  The grade does not allow
for it.  Carl also points out that the two additional lots on Old Lakeview Road are existing
developed lots, they are not lots to be developed.  They are not extending the district to provide
for empty lots.  Carl points out another technical item.  There are only two locations where they
can connect the people along Engel Drive.  They had to run the sewer line along Old Lakeview
Road or along Lakeview Road to get to the existing County Sewer system.  Even if they did not
bring those people on-line in those areas they would have to run the line there.  Councilwoman
Hochul comments that she is not prepared to support expansion of sewers on Lake view Road at
this time.

Supervisor Hoak comments that no action will be taken for two weeks.  

Councilman Quatroche questions where the connection would be along Old Lakeview Road. Carl
points out the area on the map.  

Supervisor Hoak opens up for public comments at this time.

Drew Alessi, Engel Drive, comments that if Councilwoman Hochul is protesting the additional
five homes it would make the project cost prohibitive.  Councilwoman Hochul comments that the
original proposal was for Engel Drive residents only.  She then comments that she is not trying to
increase the burden on Engel Drive residents.  She needs to get more information.
Drew questions what happens with the undeveloped lots.  Carl responds that each lot will pay the
annual charge developed or undeveloped.  



Dick Manfreda comments that he sees the point that Engel Drive needs the sewers, he doesn’t.  
They then discuss ways of tapping into the sewer.  Mr. Kapsiak questions is he saying he doesn’t
want to be included.  Mr. Manfreda responds “pretty much”.  

Jean Larson, 6411 Engel Drive, comments that they went through this many years ago.  She first
tried for water because their wells were dry.  They were helped with that.  After that they tried
twice for sewers without success.  So, when they heard those lots were going to be sold near
them many of the neighbors were elated because finally Engel Drive would get sewers.  But the
sewers that were put in stopped one house before Engel Drive.  They are just asking the Town to
take a good look at their area.  Eighteen Mile creek is environmentally compromised now and
will be in the future.  Second concern is the value of their homes when they sell.  

Beverly Kiniry, 6451 Engel Drive, comments at the present time she has a faulty septic system.
She was going to put in a new system this summer, but because of all this she is sitting on hold. 
She was told that because of where she lives she would be required to tap in if the sewers were
brought there. The situation has been very difficult on her and her family.  She was hoping that
tonight they could come to some kind of conclusion, obviously not.  She is sitting on a time
bomb. She doesn’t understand, being only two houses away from an existing system, why she
can’t tap in.  Mr. Kapsiak responds that they will have to look into that.  The County District line
ends east of her property and there is no sewer district to extend to.  If she puts in a new septic
system, out of necessity, would she still have to hook in two years from now or whenever they do
this.  Mr. Kapsiak responds yes if you have a sewer frontage on your property the Town and State
Code requires that you connect into it.  Councilwoman Hochul questions if this gets approved,
how long will this take.  Mr. Kapsiak responds that because of the high cost per property it
requires that it go to State Audit and Control for approval which takes four to six months.  Then
assuming they get approval they are into the Fall for design and construction next Spring. 
Councilman Quatroche questions if she was told she had to do it this summer.  She responds that
she has had several estimates because her tank is caving in.  She was told that they would help
her nurse it along but could probably only give her a year.  He comments that they will do
everything they can to push this through State Audit and Control.  Supervisor Hoak comments
they will have to look at the many options and try and get a timely response.  She wants to know
if she can put in a whole new septic system right now to fix her problem.  Mr. Boehm responds
that she shouldn’t spend the money on a whole new system if they are going to go through with
this project, it is State law she would have to hook up.  Carl responds that they could talk to the
County Health Department who has jurisdiction over this, and try and get a relaxation of the
distance between tanks considering the situation.  Supervisor Hoak comments that they should
discuss this after the meeting.

Councilwoman Hochul comments that they should try and get this approved next meeting.  She
just needs time to get all the information she needs.  Mr. Kapsiak comments that this is a matter
that will probably need another public hearing because they are making significant changes to
what is being presented.  This will involve revising the map, plan and report and putting out an
actual notice of public hearing.  Mr. Boehm comments that they could call for a public hearing
on the 10th and approve it that night.  

Drew Alessi questions if their Assessed Value and therefore their taxes go up if they put the
sewer district in.  Supervisor Hoak responds that Fred Kinsbury, Assessing Department
responded no the Assessed Valuation would not go up.        

Dick Manfreda now states that he isn’t completely against this.

I. 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board table the public hearing for two weeks.

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



II.
RESOLVED,  that the Town Board approve the minutes from the following meetings:

December 9, 2002 Town Board Meeting
December 16, 2002 Work Session
December 30, 2002 Year-End Meeting
January 6, 2003 Re-organizational Meeting
January 13, 2003 Work Session

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

III.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the use of six (6) voting machines for the Hamburg
Central School District for their Annual Budget Vote and Board Election to be held on Tuesday,
May 20, 2003.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

IV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Out -of-Town Travel Request thereby granting
permission for Town Building Inspectors Kurt Allen, Walter Bratek, James Eberhardt, Roger
Gibson, Don Sickau and Tim Willard to attend the Niagara Building Officials Association
sponsored meetings on six various dates throughout 2003.  The typical cost to the Town for these
bi-monthly meeting is $15.00 per attendee.  Use of a Town vehicle will be required.  Money is
available in account B 3620.492 seminars.
 
Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



V.
WHEREAS, Under Title 19 NYCCR, Part 434 the Department of the State Codes Division
requires each Code Enforcement personnel to receive a minimum of 24 hours of in-service
training on an annual basis.

WHEREAS, the Niagara Frontier Building Officials Association periodically sponsors
education training conferences, which can be attributed toward the State mandated in-service
training.

WHEREAS, in order that the five Town employed Code Enforcement Officials, namely, Kurt
Allen, Walter Bratek, James Eberhardt, Roger Gibson, Don Sickau and Tim Willard be eligible
to attend such training seminars, they must be active members of Niagara Frontier Building
Officials.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the annual
membership renewal for the Town’s five Building Inspectors at an annual cost of $30.00 per each
Inspector with the total cost to the Town being $180.00.  Money is available in account
B3620.492 seminars.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize travel requests for Building
Inspectors Kurt Allen, Walter Bratek, James Eberhardt, Roger Gibson, Don Sickau and Tim
Willard to attend the Niagara Building Officials Association sponsored Annual Educational
Conference on Monday, February 3, 2003 through Wednesday, February 5, 2003.  This program
is to be held at the Buffalo/Niagara Marriot, 1340 Millersport Highway in Amherst, New York. 
The New York State Department of State Codes Division will apply 18 hours of in-service credit
toward each of the attendees continuing educational needs. 
  
The total cost to the Town for the three-day seminar will be $625.00.  Use of a Town vehicle will
be required.  Money is also available in account B 3620.492 seminars.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Recreation Department to issue alcohol
waivers for the following Taylor Road Rentals:

02/01/03 02/02/03 02/07/03 02/08/03
02/09/03 02/13/03 02/15/03 02/16/03
02/22/03 02/23/03 02/28/03

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Transfer of Appropriations for the Finance
Department within the 2003 Budget as follows:

From: Hospital & Med. Ins. A7020.860 $6,868.00
Dental Insurance A7020.865 $   894.00
Vision Care A7020.875 $   161.00

To: Hospital & Med. Ins. A6772.860 $6,868.00
Dental Insurance A6772.865 $   894.00
Vision Care A6772.875 $   161.00

Transfer of Personnel from Recreation to Senior Services Department.

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



VIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of personnel for the
Recreation Department as follows:

1.   VanRemmen, Greg B7310(320) 01/13/2003 Terminate
2.   Matter, William B7310(320) 01/20/2003 $7.25

Rec. Attendant
3.   Machelski, Nicolas B7310(320) 12/09/2003 Terminate
4.   Slowik, Joel B7310(320) 01/17/2003 $6.50

Lifeguard
5.   Privitera, Scott A7265(230) 01/22/2003 $6.25 Seasonal P/T

Rec. Attendant
6.   Quinn, Brian A7265(230) 01/22/2003 $5.75 Seasonal P/T

Rec. Attendant
7.   Williams, Melissa B7310(320) 09/20/2002 $7.00 P/T

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul  
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

IX.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the use of two (2) voting machines to be used for a
Special Hamburg Village Election to be held Tuesday, March 18, 2003.  

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

X.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of personnel for the
Building and Grounds Department as follows:

1.   Alan Putman P/T Laborer 01/17/2003 Termination
2.   Colin Reilly P/T Laborer 01/10/2003 Termination
3.   Kathleen Regan P/T Laborer 01/13/2003 $8.80

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Big Tree
Volunteer Firemen’s Co., Inc.:

Thomas W. Gilmore
3617 Blair Court
Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Travel Request for Councilwoman Hochul to
travel to Buffalo on January 23, 2003 to attend a Land Use and Zoning Legal Seminar to learn
about planning methodology related to Code Review activities.  The estimated cost is $279.00
and funds are available in account A1010.492 (Town Board Seminars).

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Hochul comments that she attended this with Richard Crandall, Planning Board
Chairman, along with three other members of the Planning Board.  She has a volume of
information that is phenomenally useful for their Code Review and their on-going moratorium.  

XIII.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Engineer’s report on the completion and acceptance of the
PARKER RIDGE SUBDIVISION work performed under Public Improvement Permit Nos. 757,
778, 779, 780 and 781 be received and accepted, and that the Supervisor is authorized to sign the
report, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this action does not relieve the developer of the
responsibility for completing the street lighting installations under Public Improvement Permit
No. 782.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XIV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the use of three (3) voting machines on Tuesday,
March 18, 2003 for the Village of Blasdell General Election.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XV.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board authorize the Department of Community
Development to publish a Request for Proposals to complete the following project utilizing
Community Development Block Grant funds:

1) Comprehensive Housing Counseling Services

The above project is authorized under the Community Development Block Grant and HOME
Investment Partnership programs.  Funds for publication are available in the program income
account.

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XVIII.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be appointed as members of the Shoreline Revitalization
Committee for a one year term commencing January 1, 2003 and ending December 31, 2003:

Larry Cobado
Lynn Rudnicki

These are additional to the 11 members previously appointed to the committee by the Town
Board at the January 6, 2003 Reorganizational Meeting.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XIX.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Audit of Cash Disbursements as follows:

VOUCHER #’S

OPERATING FUND:

BATCH #5 $1,501,067.00 900306 - 900308
BATCH #6 $   199,213.31 900309 - 900502
BATCH #7 $   549,729.90 900505 - 900506
BATCH #8 $   397,942.46 900507 - 900697
BATCH #9 $     94,887.59 unprocessed

PRTRN #2 $   566,860.80 900504

TOTAL OPERATING FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $3,309,701.06

TRUST & AGENCY:

BATCH #3 $        8,414.19 560016 - 560029
BATCH #4 $    552,098.45 560030 - 560034
BATCH #5 $        1,500.00 560035

CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $    562,012.64

BATCH #4 $     450,000.00 710020
BATCH #5 $       83,677.18 710030 - 710037
BATCH #6 $       19,302.02 unprocessed

TOTAL CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $     552,979.20

PAYROLL:

PR #2 $     527,442.75

TOTAL PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS: $    527,442.75

PETTY CASH:

TOTAL PETTY CASH: $                0.00

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR AUDIT: $4,952,135.65

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XX.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Clerk to open the single bid received
from Waste Management of New York, LLC for the Monthly Rubbish Pick-up for 2003.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

At this time Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk opens the bid.  She then states that the bid is
$167,800.00 for 2003 and for 2004 $169,900.00.  Superintendent Connolly comments that it
sounds reasonable and he will review it and make a recommendation at the next meeting.

XXI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk/Records
Management Officer, to submit a Historical Records Preservation Grant application to the New
York State Archives in the amount of $11,000.00 for the following: microfilming Death and
Marriage records from 1972 to 2001 and the purchase of a new microfilm reader/printer to access
these records.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Kesner comments that she is happy to see that Cathy is going for some grant
applications for her Office, congratulations.  

XXII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Recreation Department to refund a $100.00
security deposit for the March 29, 2003 Taylor Road Rental which was cancelled.  Refund
payable to:

Rosanne Kowalski
200 Martin Avenue
Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XXIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of part-time personnel for the Recreation
Department as follows:  

1.   Zelasko, Shaun B7310(320) 01/27/2003 $7.25
Lifeguard

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Correspondence
 
Letter 1 & 2 - Supervisor Hoak comments that these are the reports of the money collected by the
Town Clerk’s Office.  He congratulates Cathy on a job well done.



Letters  5, 7, 8, 9 & 19 - Supervisor Hoak questions if anyone is present that wrote a letter.  Joe
Kilian responds that he wrote a letter.  Supervisor Hoak comments that all of these letters
concern the rezoning for Tops along Milestrip.  All are negative towards that project happening. 
Councilwoman Hochul and Councilman Cavalcoli have been working diligently with the
Planning Board on this and nothing has been decided at this time.  There will be a public hearing. 
The Board does have some concerns on this.  Drew Reilly comments that there will be a scoping
meeting on February 12th at 6:00 p.m. to scope the environmental impact statement.  The Town
Board will be present, all the approvals are at the Town Board level now, the SEQR and the
rezoning are Town Board decisions.   Councilwoman Hochul comments that there was a meeting
of the Planning Board last week on this topic and scores of residents came out to express their
concerns.  It was a very well run meeting because they understood that the objective at this stage
is to define what needs to be researched and looked into further through the SEQR process.  The
residents were very helpful in helping them identify topics, along with the Department Heads,
that need  thorough scrutiny.  Drew comments that a common question for this project is how
long is the process.  Drew comments that it will be six to nine months because of the magnitude
of the project.  Mr. Kilian comments that they want the Tops at Brierwood.  Supervisor Hoak
responds that they have tried many times for that.  Councilwoman Hochul comments that
Benderson did not own the old Hens & Kelly building.  They just recently acquired it, so now
they have the entire plaza to market she is optimistic that something will happen there.
Mr. Boehm cautions the Board that this is almost like being in litigation and all comments for or
against should be held until a decision is made on this.  Councilman Quatroche comments that
we should do everything we can to put tax incentives on trying to market the Briarwood site.  Joe
Kilian suggests an Outlet Mall.  Councilman Quatroche comments that demographically it is a
tough location.  Councilwoman Hochul comments that the discussion on Brierwood is totally
separate to the Tops rezoning issue. 

Faye Dils, President - Scranton McKinley Taxpayers, questions what is being done about the
house on Staley Drive that they complained about.  Mr. Boehm comments that there is a trial
scheduled, against the owner on February 13th at 9:30 a.m.  Councilwoman Hochul comments
that this is another example of their newer more aggressive stance they are taking against housing
code violations. They have designated Mr. Boehm as a prosecutor on behalf of the Town along
with Building Inspection to be more aggressive and try and get the convictions.

Letter 11 - Supervisor Hoak comments that this is from Debora Pound commending the Board on
the moratorium, she is in favor of this.

Letter 14 - Supervisor Hoak comments that this is concerning restructuring Route 20. 
Councilman Hochul has been very active in that in dealing with the State and the DOT in trying
to expedite those concerns on the fatalities along there.  Councilwoman Hochul comments that
she has been in contact regularly with the Director of the DOT and he has assured her that they
are taking another look at this project, they are looking at it in phases now. They are a couple of
years off from the major reconstruction of the road but they are leaving no stone unturned as far
as finding an interim device or technique to come up with for making that road safer.  They have
acknowledged that there is a problem.  They are looking for input from the Town and she and
Mr. Ellis will be meeting with the regional director in the near future.   

Reports From Town Board Members and Department Heads

Councilwoman Kesner wants to publically thank the Town Clerk, Catherine Rybczynski, for
making a very young veteran in our Town very happy a couple of weeks ago.  She got a call at
her home on a Saturday that a June wedding was set for him and his fiancé, but because he was
activated to go to the Middle East he had three days to make that happen.  It was 3:00 p.m. on
Saturday and he needed a Marriage License.  She called Cathy at home and she met him at Town
Hall and the next day they got married.  He is in the Middle East now and is very happy because
he knows he wouldn’t have been home for the June wedding. She wants to publically thank her. 
She also wants to congratulate a newlywed Supervisor Hoak and wishes him many years of
happiness.  Officially February 1st the Domestic Violence Advocacy program will open.  The
director has been on board as of January 1st trying to get acquainted with the operations of the
Courts and Police.  She thanks the Chief for all his assistance and the Courts as well.  DECA
from the High School has taken this on as their National Project to promote our program.  They
just delivered 40 cell phones that they collected for the victims.  She can’t believe that the people
in the Town of Hamburg are so nice.  Some residents commented they didn’t know anybody
cared.  This shows that we are a caring community.



Councilwoman Hochul comments that she went to the wake of her Social Studies teacher Mr.
David Hoffner.  He was one of the very strong influences in her life to go into public service and
go to law school.  She spoke for many years to his classes.  He came to her as recently as
November to volunteer for the Town, despite his illness, he was hoping to be on the Youth Board
and get involved in campaigns.  He was a very incredible man and she asks for a moment of
silence in memory of Mr. David Hoffner.

Councilman Quatroche comments that they have been having public hearings regarding our
Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan.  This Plan has come about as a result of the Shoreline
Revitalization Committee looking to come up with better plans for the waterfront.  In doing that
they have also applied for grants and this is a project that will hopefully strengthen their position
in regards to the grants.  They had there first meeting this evening and he wants to thank those
who attended, Joe Kilian, Laura Hahn, Laura’s mom, Marty Denecke and Gerry Kapsiak who
does a tremendous amount of work for this committee.  He does a lot of behind the scenes work. 
There will be another meeting on Feb. 4th at Lake Shore Fire Hall.  On behalf of the Town of
Hamburg Recreation Department he announces that the opening ceremonies for Snowfest will be
held Saturday February 1st and the event will continue on February 2nd.  He also wants to
congratulate Supervisor Hoak on his marriage.  

Councilwoman Hochul comments that the Town of Hamburg is rapidly gaining the reputation of
being the guru of skateparks.  She had a couple of calls from Orchard Park and also Newfane
School District has called.  She and Mr. Denecke will be hosting a round table discussion to give
the benefit of their expertise and year and a half of looking at this on weighing all the different
options concerning equipment, whether it should be staffed, lighting, etc.  they are very willing to
share with other communities.  She thanks Mr. Denecke for all his help on that.

Supervisor Hoak comments that, on the skatepark, Councilwoman Hochul and Mr. Denecke
really took the bull by the horns on this project.  What ignited this whole thing was the trip to
New York City last February for the Association of Towns.  There were many displays and
presentations.  There was so much discussion on the requests and desires of our young people
and they opened it up to both Villages and the Town.  It was an instant success.  He then
comments on the Domestic Violence advocate stating that Judy Neiman worked for the City of
Buffalo for many years.  As much as she is overwhelmed with work, in Hamburg, when she
reacts to her reception in the Town, whether it’s the Police Department, Courts, Schools, Hilbert
College, teachers, the Rotary, the Lions Club, she is welcomed with open arms and she is
overwhelmed by this.  She lives her profession and we are fortunate to have her.  This is a
problem throughout the Country and now we have a source to help people in need. He then
comments that we have opened up a Drug Court.  Judge Gorman has put a lot of time in,
attended a lot of seminars and has followed the City of Buffalo where we have an opportunity for
a solution.  In Drug Court they sign a contract where they can go to counseling or to rehab and
that if they are successful after a one year period the charges are dropped.  If they are not
successful they automatically plead guilty to the original charge.  

Mr. Kapsiak comments that after the Engel Drive public hearing he was talking with Mr. Boehm
and R & D Engineering and as far as setting another public hearing, with the time needed to
revise the cost estimates the time for Bond Counsel to revise the paperwork, they will call for a
hearing on February 10th and hold the hearing on February 24th .  

Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk, commends Councilwoman Kesner and the whole Board on
the Domestic Violence Unit, she is very happy to see that it is finally open, it is a great addition
to the Town.  She comments on the gentleman she did the Marriage License for stating that he
and one of her colleagues Dave Shank, Town of Boston, were activated today and she asks that 
everyone keep all of our reservists in our prayers.

Mr. Connolly, Highway Superintendent, comments that it has been a long, cold winter and as a
result the plows have been out quite a bit and there has been a lot of salting.  We are way ahead
of our salt useage.  We purchase the salt on a bid with the State and we used up our bid.  So now
not only do we lose the good price of the State bid, we are on the open market.  He will probably
have a challenge keeping up with that.  Councilwoman Hochul comments to tell his crews they
are doing a great job.  



Business From the Floor

Joe Kilian comments that solid waste was dropped from airplanes Christmas week on the Old
Lakeshore area and in Blasdell.  The DEA were out looking at this.  It seems to be a pattern that
happened twice.  The response that they get from the FAA is that they need to get a plane
number.  In Cheektowaga it has happened quite often.  They ask the Chief, Joe Coggins is he has
heard anything on this.  Chief Coggins responds that there were two planes, but one of the
responses was that it was geese flying overhead.  Joe comments that the discharge hit an electric
transformer and blew it up.  It ruined the persons Christmas lights and went in his pool.
Councilwoman Hochul comments that we should speak to our Congressman who oversees the
FAA.    

XXIV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourn to Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. with Finance,
Legal and Highway.

Moved: Hoak Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Hoak, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

____________________________
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk



Correspondence - January 27, 2003

1 - To Supervisor Hoak from the Town Clerk’s Office, the monthly report for December 2002
with receipts totaling $18,341.77.
2 - To Supervisor Hoak from the Town Clerk’s Office, the yearly report for 2002 with receipts
totaling $601,738.72.
3- To Cathy Rybczynski, Town Clerk, from John Wicka, Commissioner/Secretary stating that the
2002 Annual Election of the Lake View Fire District was held and Michael Trzpacz was elected
to a 5 year term of Fire Commissioner beginning January 1, 2003 and ending December 31,
2007.
4- To Supervisor Hoak from Donald Schmitt, 5531 Coachman’s Lane, commenting that recently
he visited the Hamburg Police Department and found the conditions deplorable.  In visits to the
Town’s of Orchard Park and West Seneca the police stations, along with their town halls, he
found them updated to what is necessary for today.  This situation should be taken care of.
5 - To Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk, from Philip Wagener and Sagamore Heights
Residents, a petition containing 192 signatures against the proposed rezoning of land on
Milestrip Road for any commercial use, including maps of the area. 
6 - To the Town Clerk from the New York State Association of Towns concerning the agenda for
the 2003 Training School and Annual Meeting to be held February 16-19, 2003 including
resolutions to be considered.
7 - To the Town Board from Diane Kleinfelder, 4856 Lake Shore Road, asking that her letter be
read aloud at the next Town Board meeting concerning the proposed Tops on Milestrip Road.
8 - To Supervisor Hoak from George Saunders, S-3441 Dolphin Drive, stating that the neighbors
in the Bethford Subdivision signed petitions containing 50 signatures against rezoning property
adjacent to the Sagamore Heights Subdivision from residential to Commercial for the proposed
Tops along Milestrip Road.
9 - To the Planning Board and Town Board from Joe Kilian,Coalition of Lakeshore Taxpayers,
stating that the are concerned about the proposed Tops to be built on Milestrip Road, specifically
the loss of green space and increased traffic. Also concerned about the closing of Tops on
McKinley (another empty store).
10 - To Cathy Rybczynski, Town Clerk, from Daniel George, Hamburg Central School District,
requesting the use of 6 voting machines for their Annual Budget Vote and Board Election on
May 20, 2003.(pre-filed)
11 - To the Town Board from Debora Pound, Architect - 5707 Lake View Terrace,
congratulating them on the recent action placing a moratorium for 6 months on new residential
subdivisions.  Stating many reasons why she is in favor of the moritorium.
12 - To Friends of Hamburg Adult Day Center from the Staff of the Adult Day Center thanking
everyone who generously donated to their adopted family fund.
13 - To the Hamburg Adult Day Care from Paul Crowley, St. Mary’s School for the Deaf
thanking them for their generosity on behalf of a student and her family that they adopted for the
holiday.  Also, thanking Nancy Crowley for her efforts in helping make this become a reality.
14 - To the Town Board from Victoria Smith, 3557 Grafton Ave, requesting that they expedite
all efforts related to investigating and restructuring Route 20 from Sowles Road to South Park
Avenue.
15 - To Cathy Rybczynski, Town Clerk, from Dave Fountaine, Village of Hamburg, requesting
the use of 2 voting machines for a Special Village Election on Tuesday, March 18,
2003.(prefiled)
16 - To the Town Board from Big Tree Volunteer Firemen’s Co., Inc. requesting permission to
accept Thomas Gilmore into Active membership in 2003.(pre-filed)
17 - To Cathy Rybczynski, Town Clerk, from Janet Plarr, Blasdell Village Administrator,
requesting the use of three voting machines on March 18th for the Village of Blasdell General
Election.(pre-filed) 
18 - To the Town Board from Lisa Szefler, Armor Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. Stating that at a
meeting of their Executive Board they approved Harry Coughel as Fire Company President.
19 - To the Town Board from Eleanor Bastedo stating reasons why she is against another Tops
being built in Hamburg.


