
Work Session
March 6, 2006

S-6100 South Park Avenue
Hamburg, New York 14075

Supervisor Walters calls the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Steven J. Walters Supervisor
D. Mark Cavalcoli Councilman
Kathleen C. Hochul Councilwoman
Joan A. Kesner Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr. Councilman

Also Present: Catherine Rybczynski Town Clerk
James Spute Finance Director
Gerard Kapsiak Town Engineer
Robert Hutchison Town Assessor
William Dash Deputy Highway Superintendent

WORK SESSION

6:00 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. Resolutions

6:10 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Executive Session
(Personnel & Legal Matters)



I.
WHEREAS, the Engel Drive Sanitary Sewer Improvement Area (SS-30) currently has the
highest annual sanitary sewer costs per property owner of any sewer district in the Town of
Hamburg; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg and the County of Erie recently jointly commissioned an
analysis by the Erie County Division of Sewerage Management to compare the typical annual
sewer rates in the area to those of similar properties in nearby Erie County Sewer District No. 3;
and

WHEREAS, the analysis showed that the typical homeowner would save substantial costs as part
of Erie County Sewer District No. 3, while at the same time receiving a comparable level of
sanitary sewer service; and 

WHEREAS, to effectuate the outcome of said analysis, it is necessary that an extension to Erie
County Sewer District No. 3 be formed, and the sewer assets of the area transferred to Erie
County; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg desires to see the area residents realize
sanitary sewer cost reductions as soon as possible, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Hamburg is authorized
to petition Erie County, the Erie County Legislature, and the Board of Managers of Erie County
Sewer District No. 3, for an extension to Erie County Sewer District No. 3 for the provision of
sanitary sewer services to the Engel Drive Sanitary Sewer Improvement Area; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to immediately enter into
negotiations with Erie County for an Intermunicipal Agreement to provide interim operation and
maintenance services by Erie County Sewer District No. 3 for the Engel Drive Sanitary Sewer
Improvement Area and for the transfer of said sewer assets upon the formation of an extension to
Erie County Sewer District No. 3; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to execute said Intermunicipal
Agreement with Erie County, contingent upon satisfactory negotiations of the terms of the
Agreement and approval as to form by the Town Attorney; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is requested to send certified copies of this
resolution to Erie County Executive Joel A. Giambra; the Erie County Legislature, Andrew M.
Eszak, Commissioner, Erie County Department of Environment and Planning; Erie County Sewer
District No. 3; and Town of Hamburg Supervisor Steven J. Walters; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board, on behalf of the Engel Drive property
owners, extends its sincere appreciation to Erie County, Erie County Sewer District 
No. 3, and the Erie County Division of Sewerage Management for their assistance and
consideration regarding this matter.

Moved: Walters Seconded:  Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that he and Mr. Kapsiak have been working on this to try and
bring the Engel Drive residents into District 3.  It had been basically approved by the District 3
groups but it has to be approved by the County Legislature and go through the necessary steps. 
This is part of the legal steps that have to be taken to get it done and will save the residents in the
Engel Drive District upwards of $800.00 per year.  



II.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is authorized to sign a one year maintenance agreement
with Soyata Computers Office Systems Division,, at a cost of $399.  This is for the Engineering
Departments’s office copier, for the period of 5/2/06 through 5/1/07.  The agreement is based on
20,000 copies per year, with overage billable at 2¢ per copy.  Funding for this purpose was
appropriated in the 2006 budget for the Engineering Department, under Account No. A1440.423.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried

III.
WHEREAS, through resolution XII. of Meeting No. 2 held on January 23, 2006, the Town Board
approved the funding request of $180.00, enabling all six Town Code Enforcement Officials to
renew their membership with the Niagara Frontier Building Officials Association, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board in the same resolution also approved the travel request for Code
Enforcement Officials to attend the Annual Educational Conference in the amount of $1,250.00,
and

WHEREAS, as required to allocate the necessary funding for these requests, money must be
transferred into the seminar account.

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Town Board authorize the transfer of appropriations for the Code
Enforcement Department as follows:

From account B1990.419 - Contingency $1,430.00
To account B3620.492 - Seminars $1,430.00

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried



IV.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Travel Request to allow Code
Enforcement Officer, James Eberhardt to attend the New York State Building Officials
Association (NYSBOC) meeting in Syracuse, New York.  Mr. Eberhardt is the representing
delegate appointed by the New York State Building Officials Association.  This meeting is to be
held on March 10, 2006.  There are no costs to Hamburg taxpayers for travel expenses incidental
to the attendance of Mr. Eberhardt at this meeting.  All costs will be wholly funded by NYSBOC.

WHEREAS, the New York Department of State mandates that each Code Enforcement Officer
employed by the Town meets the annual in-service training requirement of 24 hours, and

WHEREAS, the Niagara Frontier Building Officials Association (of which all Town Code
Enforcement Officers are members in good standing) sponsors six bimonthly training sessions
held in the Western New York Region, and

WHEREAS, these two-hour training sessions attribute toward the annual in-service training
requirement of 24 hours.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize an Out of Town
Travel Request to allow Code Enforcement Officers, Kurt Allen, Walter Bratek, James Eberhardt,
Roger Gibson, Don Sikau and Tim Willard to attend Niagara Frontier Building Officials
Association (N.F.B.O.A ) sponsored bimonthly training sessions.  A Town car is required and the
anticipated cost to attend such training sessions is $220.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the transfer of appropriations
for Code Enforcement Department within the 2006 Budget as follows:

From account B1990.419 - Contingency $220.00
To account B3620.492 - Seminars $220.00

Moved: Quatroche Seconded:  Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried

V.
WHEREAS, the County of Erie has closed the Blasdell Library, located at 54 Madison Avenue
in the Village of Blasdell, and

WHEREAS,  the Town of Hamburg and its partners, the Village of Blasdell and the Village of
Hamburg, are committed to establishing a centralized location for a variety of youth and adult
programs that are either lacking in the three communities or need to be expanded in the three
communities, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg and its partners, the Village of Blasdell and the Village of
Hamburg, will share in the decision-making processes related to the operation and maintenance of
the Blasdell Community Center, to be located at the former Blasdell Library, as well as the design
and management of the programs offered therein, and

WHEREAS, the Hamburg Town Board supports the creation of a centralized Community Center
and understands that the Village of Blasdell will serve as lead agency for the purposes of securing
and administering any grant monies secured for capital improvements to the Blasdell Community
enter to house a Youth Center, Reading Room, Tiny Tots Program, Tutoring Program and
Community Meeting Room,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Hamburg enters into an
Intermunicipal Agreement with the Village of Blasdell to lease the former Blasdell Library
premises,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Supervisor is authorized to sign the Agreement.  
  
Moved: Hochul Seconded: Unanimous
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried



Councilwoman Hochul comments that they made it clear, as a Board, that when Blasdell library
closed that they wanted it to still have a vital presence in the Village of Blasdell and now even
Village of Hamburg residents and Town residents will be able to use it.  It expands the use to
seniors and young people and she can’t think of a better use.  The library was the best use but as a
second choice this is very much needed in the Village of Blasdell.    

VI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Hamburg Township V.F.W. Post #1419 to
conduct their annual “Buddy Poppy” campaign and approve declaring Saturday May 27th, Friday
June 2nd and Saturday June 3rd as “Buddy Poppy” days in the Town of Hamburg.   The proceeds
from the sale are used to help local veterans.  

Moved: Walters Seconded: Cavalcoli
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VII.
WHEREAS,  the bid for the Monthly Rubbish Collection was advertised and the bid opening
date set for February 27, 2006, and,

WHEREAS, a single bid from Waste Management was received at the bid opening,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Clerk to open the
single bid of Waste Management at the work session on March 6, 2006, and consider the proposal
therein.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk, opens the bid and announces that there is a bid bond and the
nine month price for 2006 is $174,980.00 and for 2007 the price is $180,950.00.  The seven
month pick-up price (April to October) 2006 is $156,095.00 and the 2007 price would be
$161, 495.00.

Councilman Quatroche comments that they will not take any action on this until the next meeting.

VIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Big Tree
Volunteer Firemen’s Co., Inc.:

Jason Casias Jason Wagner
3684 Big Tree Road 4073 Buffalo Avenue
Hamburg, N.Y. 14075 Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



IX.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Newton
Abbott Fire Company, Inc.:

Michael J. Chiacchia Jeff Nielson
805 Willet Road 5007 Richmond Ave.
Blasdell, N.Y. 14219 Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes:   Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

X.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize Tim Jerome to travel, in the Recreation Department
Van, to Saratoga Spa, New York on March 5th and 6th 2006.  Tim is a member of the New York
State Recreation and Parks Society Task Force on Youth Sports and has been asked to attend a
scheduled meeting of the group.  No Town of Hamburg funds are required.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize Martin Denecke to travel to
Athens, Georgia for the National Disability Sports Conference.  The Town of Hamburg was
recently selected as a BlazeSports Club and is required to send a representative to the event for
training.  65% of the cost of the trip is covered by BlazeSports America.

Costs are as follows:

Airfare $262.00
Hotel $380.92
Registration $225.00
Meals/Misc. $130.00

Total $997.92
Less BlazeSports Stipend            -$650.00

Net Cost $347.92

Funds are available in account A7020.451.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Cavalcoli
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board grant permission for Brenna Schmelzer a student in the
Criminal Justice Program at Hilbert College to do internship with the Police Department at no
cost to the Town.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to sign an agreement with
Integrated Systems.  This agreement is to purchase support hours for Network and Computer
support.  The total cost for 100 hours is $6,500.00.  Funds are available in A6180.423 in the
amount of $4,000 and B3120.423 in the amount of $2,500.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board remove from the table, resolution XI. from the meeting of
February 13, 2006.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XIV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board grant permission for Detective Laurie Staley/Stone to attend
the annual “MAGLOCLEN” (Mid Atlantic Great Lakes Organized Crime Law Enforcement
Network” seminar “Major Crime” Information Sharing Conference, to be held in Atlantic City,
New Jersey from April 24th through April 28th, 2006.

Cost: Registration $125.00
Meals: 5 days $ 40.00 per $200.00

Total Cost of Seminar: $325.00

MAGLOCLEN will cover transportation and hotel expenses.

Finance Department to transfer funds to account B3120.492, upon approval of the Town Board.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Recreation
Department as follows:

1.   DeVinney, Matthew A7265(230) 02/11/2006 $6.75 P/T
Rec. Attendant

2.   Zoda, John B7310(320) 02/25/2006 $9.00 P/T
Rec. Attendant

3.   Maxson, Julie B7310(320) 02/25/2006 $9.00 P/T

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XVI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of personnel for the
Assessing Department as follows:

1.   Mantino, Barbara Clerk Typist Part-Time 03/10/2006 Terminate
2.   Mantino, Barbara Clerk Typist Seasonal 03/13/2006 $10.28

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of
personnel for the Senior Services/Adult Day Services Department as follows:

1.   Kucala, Sharon P/T Clerk Typist 03/01/2006 Terminate
2.   Kucala, Sharon P/T Seasonal Clerk Typist 03/01/2006 $8.55

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the termination of personnel for
the Police Department as follows:

1.   Gonzales, Nathaniel Police Officer 01/15/2006 Terminate

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Cavalcoli
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XVII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following appointments to the SENIOR
SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD for a one (1) year term commencing March 6, 2006 and ending
December 31, 2006:

Ms. Norma Boroski Dr. Evan Calkins Fr. Sean DiMaria
Mr. Dave Eaton Mr. Jack Edson Ms. Eileen Eich
Ms. Andrea Maxick Ms. Sue Montgomery Mr. Michael Murphy
Ms. Paula Takach Mr. Mark Trammell Mr. Jim Voye
Ms. Amy McKnight

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XVIII.
WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg has been unfairly penalized by the presence of two toll
barriers, Exit 57 and Exit 56 for over 50 years, and

WHEREAS,  Town residents are also adversely impacted by what amounts to a commuter tax
for those who must pay at the Lackawanna toll barrier and at the Ogden Street barrier upon
entering the City of Buffalo, and

WHEREAS, the County of Erie and Carl Palladino have joined in a lawsuit regarding the legality
of the 190 toll barriers which includes the Ogden Street barriers.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Hamburg Legal Department is
authorized to explore the feasibility and the potential cost of the Town of Hamburg to join in the
lawsuit to seek damages.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Unanimous
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Hochul comments that this will be somewhat driven by cost, but she wanted to
get an estimate.  She feels very strongly that they have had many years of delays and stonewalling
by the Thruway Authority and one thing that gets them to sit up and pay attention is legal action. 
She is pleased to see other Elected Officials joining in this and it is up to the Town of Hamburg to
step in and see what the options are.  She thanks Supervisor Walters and Betty Newell from the
Chamber who attended a hearing with her that was hosted by the New York State Assembly
Committee on Transportation.  This was a hearing requested by Dave Swarts some months ago
and the feedback from the Chairman and Assemblyman Hoyt and Assemblywoman Peoples was
that Hamburg was extremely well represented and they were impressed that they just keep
working on this.  Supervisor Walters spoke towards the end of the meeting and she got the
impression that they know they are not going away.  That was the message they want to make. 
They especially want the Governor to get the message because it is up to him to make the
decision, they were able to move tolls near his hometown and they should have the same
courtesy.  Councilwoman Kesner thanks her for her leadership.

Supervisor Walters wants to add that this is important based upon the seemingly cavalier attitude
the Authority showed at the hearing, which really disappointed him.  



XIX.
RESOLVED,  that the Town Board approve the Audit of Cash Disbursements as follows:

VOUCHER #’S

OPERATING FUND:

BATCH #21 $     20,000.00 9591
BATCH #22 $1,586,896.22 9592 - 9697
BATCH #23 $   410,671.71 9680 - 9755
BATCH #24 $     15,582.82 9756 - 9757
BATCH #25 $   642,909.70 9758 - 9826
BATCH #26 $          170.00 9827
BATCH #27 $1,550,000.00 9828 - 9829
BATCH #28 $2,550,000.00 9830 - 9832
BATCH #29 $2,100,000.00 9833 - 9835
BATCH #30 $2,025,000.00 9836 - 9838
BATCH #31 $1,400,000.00 9906 - 9908
BATCH #32 $   548,240.27 9842 - 9903
BATCH #33 $     16,294.70 9909
BATCH #34 $2,200,000.00 9910 - 9912
BATCH #35 $2,750,000.00 9913 - 9915
BATCH #36 $2,525,000.00 9916 - 9918
BATCH #37 $     78,168.80 9919 - 9974
BATCH #38 $1,850,000.00 9975 - 9977
BATCH #39 $2,450,000.00 9978 - 9981
BATCH #40 $     52,746.75 9982 - 10038

PRTRN P/R 4 $   524,889.96

TOTAL OPERATING FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $25,296,570.93

TRUST & AGENCY:

BATCH #9 $     10,982.29
BATCH #10 $   517,416.53 $    528,398.82

TOTAL TRUST & AGENCY DISBURSEMENTS: $    528,398.82

CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS:

BATCH #10 $  525,000.00 9839
BATCH #11 $      5,199.50 9840 - 9841
BATCH #12 $  600,000.00 9904 - 9905

TOTAL CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $ 1,130,199.50

PAYROLL:

PR # 4 $   488,148.26

TOTAL PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS: $  488,148.26

PETTY CASH DISBURSEMENTS: $         109.30    

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR AUDIT: $27,443,426.81

Moved: Walters Seconded: Cavalcoli
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



Councilman Cavalcoli wants to publically thank Councilwoman Hochul on the presentation on
the quiet zone that took place March 1st.  He would estimate there were about 130 people in
attendance.  He also thanks Mr. Kapsiak and Laurie from the Engineering Department for putting
together the power point presentation.  It was well organized and the people were very
responsible in how they asked their questions and so many of them thanked the representatives
from the Railroads and the Railroad Administration for being there.  The way Councilwoman
Hochul handled the meeting and the questions kept everything under control. 

Councilwoman Hochul comments that Mr. Kapsiak was outstanding.  She was also very proud of
the residents.  This is something they feel very passionate about and they were very respectful. 
The professionalism of the Railroad representatives and the Federal Railroad Administration was
extremely present.  They will have information on the website and a toll free number.  She feels
strongly that they will get the money.  She has spoken to Senator Schumers office daily and
Congressman Higgins is on board.  

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that he feels the professionalism of the presentation and the way
the residents handled themselves will go a long way with those agencies to try and bring them the
money.  

XX.
RESOLVED,  that the Town Board adjourn to Executive Session.

Moved: Walters Seconded:  Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:  None
Carried

_____________________________
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk


