
Work Session
April 3, 2006

S-6100 South Park Avenue
Hamburg, New York 14075

Supervisor Walters calls the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Steven J. Walters Supervisor
Kathleen C. Hochul Councilwoman
Joan A. Kesner Councilwoman

Absent: D. Mark Cavalcoli Councilman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr. Councilman

Also Present: Catherine Rybczynski Town Clerk
Richard Boehm Deputy Town Attorney
Gerard Kapsiak Town Engineer
Robert Hutchison Town Assessor
James Connolly Highway Superintendent
Robert Brown Sr. Account Clerk

WORK SESSION

6:00 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. Resolutions

6:10 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Executive Session
(Personnel & Legal Matters)

I.
WHEREAS, by resolution of February 13, 2006, the Town Board authorized the Town 
Engineer to solicit price proposals from electrical contractors for furnishing and installing
two street lights and associated wiring along Rushford Drive in the vicinity of the Rush 
Creek Subdivision playground;  and

WHEREAS, proposals were requested from four contractors, two of which submitted
 proposals as follows:

• M/R Simoncelli Electric, Inc. $3,580
• O’Connell Electric Co., Inc. $9,900

WHEREAS, the proposals have been reviewed by the Town Engineer, who determined 
that Simoncelli Electric is a qualified and responsible contractor, and recommended that 
their proposal be accepted by the Town Board,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the contract for this project is awarded to 
M/R Simoncelli Electric, Inc. of Buffalo, in the amount of $3,580, and the Supervisor is
authorized to sign the proposal approval in this regard.  Funding for this purpose is to be 
from the Street Lighting Permanent Improvements (Account No. SL-5182.303).

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried



II.
WHEREAS, as part of the construction contract for the South Park Avenue/Bayview Road
Sanitary Sewer Extension Project within the Hamburg Master Sewer District, the contractor
installed wye fittings along the sewer main to provide for sewer service to each currently
developed property being serviced; and

WHEREAS, the wye fittings serve to facilitate the subsequent connection of each privately
installed service lateral to the sewer system, thereby significantly reducing the time necessary for
the required inspection of the connection by the Town Building Inspection Department; and

WHEREAS, the affected property owners are being burdened by the cost of rerouting their
internal plumbing and service lateral toward the sewer main,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town sewer permit fee for currently developed
properties in the project area be reduced to $50, instead of the $400 required under Section 76-19
of the Town Code, conditional upon the connection to the sewer system being made within 
90 days following the date of official notification by the Town that the public sewer system is
ready to accept sewage flows.

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

Mr. Kapsiak comments that the fee has been reduced due to prior precedence in the Highland
Acres Sewer District and Engel Drive District and it only makes sense to give the property
owners a break on the tap-in fee.

III.
WHEREAS, three residences in the Town of Hamburg as located at 3630 Third Street, 3631
Sixth Street and 5637 Old Lakeshore Road, have for a matter of years, been vacated and left in
an abandoned state, and 

WHEREAS, as the result of long term neglect due to the abandonment, the residential structures
have become an attractive nuisance to the contiguous neighborhood and the general public, and

WHEREAS, the Town Code Enforcement Official has made repeated written notifications and
directives to the owner (as listed on the Town Tax assessment records) to correct the unsafe
conditions associated with the vacated structures, without any response what so ever, and 

WHEREAS, due to the owners lack of compliance and despite efforts by the Town to render the
property safe, the properties continue to be an endangerment to the public, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Local Law No.5-1972, Sections 80-3, the
Town Code Enforcement Official has submitted a formal report of his findings to the Town
Board based on his inspections of the subject properties, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed the Town Code Enforcement Officials
recommendations and report have concluded that the three buildings are unsafe and dangerous.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board based on their determination,
order the demolition and complete removal of the three structures. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in order to effectuate the demolitions and proceed, that the
Town Board direct the Town Attorney to notify the respective property owners or their
designated legal representative of the actual costs of said demolition in accordance with the local
law provisions.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried  

Councilwoman Hochul questions if they will have a public hearing on the cost of demolition. 



Mr. Boehm responds that they will do that and one women is in a home and the other is an estate
and they have worked it out with the attorneys to accept service.  This will allow it to move
quicker.  The cost will go back on the taxes and anyone purchasing the property will have to take
care of it.

IV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board proclaim the month of May, MOTORCYCLE SAFETY
AND AWARENESS MONTH, to express our concern of highway safety as it relates to
motorcycles.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

V.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize Martin C Denecke to travel to Kerhonskan, NY for
the 66th Annual New York State Recreation and Parks Society Conference & Business Expo. 
The estimated cost of the conference is as follows:

Room 3 nights $342 (Includes Meals)
Registration   236
CEU’s       8

   $586

Funds are available in account A7265.451.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Hochul comments that Marty received special permission to attend this because
he requires re-certification and he will also be picking up an award that the Town of Hamburg
received.

VI.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the travel request of Bob Hutchison, Town
Assessor, to attend the Appraisal Institute seminar Fraudulent Flipping of Real Estate, at Erie
Community College North Campus on April 5, 2006, to obtain appraisal and assessment re-
certification credits.  The seminar is being sponsored by the Western New York Ontario Chapter
of the Appraisal Institute.  The cost is $50.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Transfer of Appropriations
for the Assessing Department as follows:

From: Contingency Account A1990.419 $50.00

To: Assessing Seminars A1355.492 $50.00

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

VII.



   National Public Safety Telecommunicator’s Week 

April 9 - 15, 2006

WHEREAS, emergencies can occur at anytime that require, police fire or emergency
medical services; and

WHEREAS, when an emergency occurs the prompt response of police officers,
firefighters, and paramedics is critical to the protection of life and preservation of
property; and

WHEREAS, the safety of our police officers and firefighters is dependent upon the
quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who telephone the Town of
Hamburg Police, Public Safety Dispatch Office; and

WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers are the first and most critical contact our citizens
have with emergency services; and

WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers are the single vital link for our police officers and
firefighters by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information and
insuring their safety; and

WHEREAS, Public Safety Dispatchers, of the Town of Hamburg Police contributed
substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of fires and treatment of
patients; and

WHEREAS, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding and
professionalism during the performance of their job in the past year;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg
declares the week of April 9th through April 15th to be National Public Safety
Telecommunicator’s Week in the Town of Hamburg in honor of the men and women
whose diligence and professionalism keep our town  and citizens safe.

Signed this 3rd day of April 2006

Steven Walters
Town Supervisor

Moved: Walters Seconded: Unanimous
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

VIII.



RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Lake
Shore Volunteer Fire Company, Inc.:

Arthur Lachut Paul Kral
5036 Rogers Road 4691 Clifton Parkway
Hamburg, N.Y. 14075 Hamburg, N.Y. 14075

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Walters
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

IX.
RESOLVED,   that the Town Board approve the Put-of-Town travel request for Gary Nelson to
travel to Sylacauga, Alabama on March 15 through March 17, 2006 to attend the Farm Links
Experience.  There is no charge to the Town.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

X.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of personnel fro the
Recreation Department as follows:

1.   DiOrio, Christine B7310(320) 03/31/2006 Terminate
2.   Clendening, Robert B7310(320) 03/31/2006 Terminate
3.   DiOrio, Christine ER7251(225) 04/01/2006 $10.04 P/T

Rec. Attendant
4.   Clendening, Robert           “         ” $7.25 P/T Reg. Rate

“ ” $9.78 P/T Temp. Rate
5.   Omphalius, Ellen “ ” $7.73 P/T Reg. Rate

“ ” $8.00 P/T Temp Rate
6.   Nye, Jeff “ ” $6.95 P/T Reg. Rate

“ ” $7.50 P/T Temp Rate
7.   Turner, Ronald “ ” $7.52 P/T
8.   Wozniak, Richard “ ” $7.50 P/T
9.   Reid, Greg A7265(230) 04/02/2006 Terminate
10. Reid, Greg ER7251(225) 04/03/2006 $8.50 P/T

Rec. Attendant
11. McGahey, Brad B7310(412) 03/31/2006 Terminate
12. McGahey, Brad ER7251(225) 04/01/2006 $7.00 P/T Reg. Rate

“ ” $8.50 P/T Temp. Rate
13. Polisino, Jennifer B7310(320) 04/10/2006 $9.00 P/T

Rec. Attendant
14. Hochul, William B7310(320) 04/02/2006 Terminate
15. Hochul, William A7270(238) 04/03/2006 $8.25 Seas. P/T

Rec. Attendant
16. King, Gilbert B7310(320) 04/09/2006 Terminate
17. King, Gilbert ER7251(225) 04/10/2006 $6.95 P/T

Rec. Attendant
18. Robb, James B7310(320) 04/09/2006 Terminate
19. Robb, James ER7251(225) 04/10/2006 $7.25 P/T

Rec. Attendant
20. Steger, Joseph B7310(320) 04/09/2006 Terminate
21. Steger, Joseph ER7251(225) 04/10/2006 $10.04 Seas. P/T

Rec. Attendant

22. Sadowski, Christopher B7310(320) 04/09/2006 Terminate



23. Sadowski, Christopher ER7251(225) 04/10/2006 $6.95 P/T
24. Sharlock, Matthew B7310(320) 04/09/2006 Terminate
25. Sharlock, Matthew ER7251(225) 04/10/2006 $6.95 Reg. Rate

Rec. Attendant $7.73 Temp. Rate

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

XI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring and termination of personnel for the
Senior Services/Adult Day Care as follows:

1.   Lewis, Kathleen P/T Rec. Attendant 03/27/2006 Terminate
2.   Lewis, Kathleen P/T Seas. Rec. Attendant 03/27/2006 $10.19
3.   Boswell, James L. P/T Van Driver 03/27/2006 $9.00

Moved: Walters Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

XII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Building and
Grounds Department as follows:

1.   Grys, John Laborer P/T 04/03/2006 $9.09
2.   Gerken, John Laborer P/T 04/03/2006 $9.09
3.   Jasinski, Thomas Laborer P/T 04/03/2006 $9.09
4.   Kales, George Laborer P/T 04/03/2006 $9.09

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None

XIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Police Department as
follows:

1.   Piwowar, Shelly Clerk P/T 04/10/2006 $8.55

Moved: Walters Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried



XIV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Audit of Cash Disbursements as follows:  

VOUCHER #’S

OPERATING FUND:

BATCH #50 $   9,956.80 10392
BATCH #51 $255,960.81 10398 - 10463
BATCH #52 $308,398.11 10464 - 10520
BATCH #53 $400,000.00 10521
BATCH #54 $500,000.00 10522
BATCH #55 $ 81,012.48 10523 - 10591
BATCH #56 $175,987.50 10592
BATCH #57 $ 84,643.04 UNPROCESSED

PRTRN P/R 6 $513,614.28

TOTAL OPERATING FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $2,329,573.02

TRUST & AGENCY:

BATCH #13 $ 37,656.05
BATCH #14 $506,000.66

TOTAL TRUST & AGENCY DISBURSEMENTS: $   543,656.71

CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS:

BATCH #16 $510,000.00 10393 - 10394
BATCH #17 $  21,417.00 10395 - 10397
BATCH #18 $ 20,717.97 UNPROCESSED

TOTAL CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $   552,134.97

PAYROLL:

PR# P/R 6 $477,671.30

TOTAL PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS: $   477,671.30

TOTAL PETTY CASH: $              0.00

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR AUDIT: $3,903,036.00

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried



James Connolly, Highway Superintendent, comments that before they go into executive session
he wants to make a public statement.  They have been discussing the serious problems that they
have been having at seven corners and the ongoing efforts to try and resolve those problems.  He
would like to indicate that he supports the DOT’s proposal as it was submitted in February 2004. 
He attended a meeting at the Department of Transportation in 2004 and there were various
proposals that were all evaluated and discussed extensively.  Councilwoman Hochul and Mr.
Kapsiak, Town Engineer, were also present at this meeting.  Subsequent discussions continued
and there were three public hearings that were conducted and after all this occurred and the
Traffic Safety Department made an evaluation, their advice was to except the proposal as
submitted.  The County Highway Department submitted a support message regarding that
matter.  This all took place in 2004 and into the middle of 2005.  There were some changes to the
intersection, that had a positive impact, but the long range problems that exist at that intersection
are a deep concern to him.  The incidence of accidents has been reported as approximately
double and with the growth that will continue along that corridor, not only retail but also at the
Fairgrounds, will do nothing but increase the volume.  The proposal addressed a few things and
one was the flow of traffic through there.  At a T intersection the mathematical laws tell you that
when you have a T you will have less activity.  Scientifically and in an Engineering sense it will
allow for better control at the device there.  When you have the octopus situation that is currently
there, it creates a serious dilemma in terms of getting the flow through.  Currently, when you
drive through that intersection, you have to wait twice for the light to change and that creates
frustration among various drivers that try and squeeze through.  The size of the intersection that
is required to accommodate the many inputs makes it virtually impossible for pedestrian and/or
bike traffic which are two things that have some potential when the State goes through with their
full program on Route 20.  These are just a few reasons why he feels that the Town Board should
return to their original recommendation and support the original analysis which was completed
with a thoughtful utilization of professionals at all levels and input from the community as well
as the various specialists he just discussed.  As the Highway Superintendent it is his  primary
concern to look out for the safety of our residents on our roads.  He was elected to that position
for that purpose.  He has been contacted about this intersection over the years and they have
asked for something to be done there.  He believes the current proposal answers those questions
in a long term manner.  He submitted these comments to the Board in writing about a week and a
half ago asking them to reconsider the recent backing away of their original recommendation. 
He feels it is important for them to evaluate this in a very professional way.  In the Town of
Hamburg, during the 25 years he has been an elected official, the State DOT has consistently
done excellent work on all of the improvements that they have worked on and had input in.  He
will also say that there is much discussion before anything takes place, they are professional
Engineers in road construction and also in traffic.  He takes what they say seriously and he finds
that their record proves them to be very successful in helping the Town of Hamburg have safe
roads.  

Supervisor Walters asks if there is any comment.

Councilwoman Hochul responds not at this time.

Councilwoman Kesner comments that she stays with her position.

XV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourn to Executive Session at 6:25 p.m.

Moved: Walters Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Walters, Hochul, Kesner

Noes: None
Carried

___________________________
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk


