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A regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Hamburg, County of Erie and State of New York
was held at the Town Hall, S-6100 South Park Avenue, Hamburg, New York on the 23rd  day of
April 2007.

Supervisor Walters calls the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

TOWN BOARD MEMBERS
PRESENT: Steven J. Walters  Supervisor

D. Mark Cavalcoli Councilman
Joan A. Kesner Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr. Councilman

OTHERS PRESENT: Barbara S. Allen, Deputy Town Clerk;
Richard Boehm, Deputy Town Attorney; Gerard Kapsiak, Town Engineer; Mary Dosch, Sr.
Account Clerk; Robert Hutchison, Town Assessor; Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant; James
Connolly, Highway Superintendent; Joseph Coggins, Police Chief; Carmen Kesner, Assistant
Police Chief; Tim Ellis, Traffic Safety Coordinator; Kurt Allen, Supervising Code Enforcement
Officer.
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Information on Fire exits was provided.

Supervisor Walters asks for a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the tragedy at
Virginia Tech.

Supervisor Walters asks past Councilwoman Hochul to come up to the bench.  He then states
that Kathy was appointed County Clerk by Governor Spitzer and had to relinquish her seat on
the Town Board.  

Kathy comments that it has been a privilege serving the people of this community and she is
forever changed.  Public service is a privilege and an honor and it is very hard to say goodbye. 
She thanks all her colleagues.  There is a combination of unique qualities on the Town Board and
she leaves knowing that the Town is in exceptionally good hands. She thanks the Department
Heads, employees and taxpayers that continually come to the meetings.  

Supervisor Walters comments that he has served the shortest amount of time with Kathy but has
earned a great deal of respect for her.     He thanks her and wishes her the best of luck.
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Councilman Cavalcoli comments that he has always run at the same time as her and therefore
they have worked a great deal together.  There has been no finer colleague that he could have
worked with.  She is a passionate, honest person about her Town and about what is right.  Her
dedication to the Town is unsurpassed and he knows she will take that to the County and serve
with the same integrity and diligence.  

Councilwoman Kesner congratulates her on the appointment stating that it is well deserved.  She
has all the confidence that she will take on all the challenges before the County.  Because of her
the Town is cleaner, (Townwide Clean-up) and safer because of all her battles to lower speed
limits and she also fought to eliminate the tolls.  She will miss her and wishes her the best.

Councilman Quatroche comments that when he thinks of her integrity, passionate and principled
comes to mind.  This Town is more vibrant due to all the events that she has started.  She started
the Town Rejuvenation Committee and she fought very hard to make developers build a certain
way and she has probably saved peoples lives with her diligence on traffic safety.

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that she was the one who came up with the Blast on the Beach,
one of the benchmarks of community spirit in the Town of Hamburg.  

 
7:00 p.m.  Public Hearing on proposed Local Law #2, 2007 which provides for an
“Amendment to the Code of the Town of Hamburg Placing a Six Month Moratorium on
Windmills within the Town”.

Barbara S. Allen, Deputy Town Clerk, reads the following legal notice as published in the
Hamburg Sun and the Front Page:

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HAMBURG

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that there has been presented to the Town Board of the Town of
Hamburg on March 26, 2007, pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law, a proposed local law
to be known as proposed local law #2, 2007; said local law provides for “Amendment to the
Code of the Town of Hamburg Placing a Six Month Moratorium on Windmills within the Town”
and provides substantially as follows:

A Local Law known as Proposed Local Law No. 2 of the Year 2007 entitled "Amendment to the
Code of the Town of Hamburg Placing a Six Month Moratorium on Windmills within the
Town".

Be in enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg as follows:
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SECTION 1. TITLE

This Law shall be known as Proposed Local Law No. 2 of the Year 2007 entitled
"Amendment to the Code of the Town of Hamburg Placing a Six Month Moratorium on
Windmills within the Town". 

SECTION 2. PURPOSE

The purpose of this local law is to amend the Code to place a six month moratorium on
the construction of windmills within the Town to allow time for the finalization of a Windmill
Law that the Code Review Committee has been working on over the last several months.  This
Amendment, among other things, provides where windmills may be allowed, sets maximum
heights, provides for front, side and rear set backs and makes such other regulations as may be
necessary to promote and preserve the health, safety and welfare of the Town of Hamburg and its
citizens. 

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT OF PRIOR LAW

1. Chapter 280 of the Code of the Town of Hamburg is further amended as follows:

Chapter 280 is amended to add new §200-314.1 which shall read as follows:

“For the period commencing on the effective date of this Proposed Local Law No. 2 of
the Year 2007 and for six months thereafter, there shall be a moratorium on the construction of
windmills within the Town of Hamburg”

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY

If any portion, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion thereof this local law is for
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not effect
the validity of the remaining portion thereof.

SECTION 5. WHEN EFFECTIVE 

This Local Law shall become effective immediately upon its filing in the office of the
Secretary of State.

SECTION 6. GRANDFATHER CLAUSE

Any applications received after March 26, 2007 shall be subject to this Moratorium.
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THEREFORE, pursuant to the statutes and the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law,
the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg will hold a public hearing on the 23rd day of April,
2007 at 7:00 p.m. (Local time), at which time all interested persons may be heard.

Dated: March 26, 2007 Catherine Rybczynski
Town Clerk

Barbara Allen, Deputy Town Clerk, reads a letter from Steve McCabe and Sasha Yerkovich,
members of the Town Planning Board stating that they are against the moratorium and asking the
Town Board to allow commercial wind-power projects to be considered under the existing
special-use permit provisions of the town’s current land use and zoning regulations.  There were
also 13 other pieces of correspondence received against the moratorium that will be submitted
into the record.

Drew Reilly, Planning Consultant, comments that the purpose of the meeting tonight is to
consider a moratorium while they finalize the local laws concerning all the different types of
windmills and where they could be placed.  None of the laws being considered are about banning
windmills, the laws are about regulating.  The law should be complete within the next 10 days to
a month.  This is not considering any one project, when a project comes up a public hearing will
have to be held.  There will be no action until the next Town Board meeting which is three
weeks from tonight.  The comments tonight are on the moratorium not windmills.

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that they need to finish the law and put it in place.  It has been
25 years since the last law was put into place.  They are very close to completing the law.  If in
the next three weeks, they make significant progress, they may not need to put the moratorium in
place.  

Councilwoman Kesner comments that the issue on hand for her is not at the brownfields, it is the
retail companies that are selling these in residential areas.  She went on a tour of the windmills
and  knows they need to look at other energy sources but she feels the need to protect the
community.  They have been working very aggressively on updating the codes.  The
Lackawanna project is different than Hamburg because there is a neighborhood adjacent to it. 
She understands the need for providing jobs but she feels there can be a compromise where they
can build the windmills but it will be well thought out.   

Councilman Quatroche comments that the purpose of the law is to dot our i’s and cross our t’s
but they need to move expeditiously on it.  He has serious concerns about a six month
moratorium on all properties in the Town of Hamburg.  He would like to see this move forward.  

Supervisor Walters comments that he has felt all along that a townwide moratorium is not the
way to go.  We have the best skilled workforce in the Country who need to show everyone that
they can do that.  This is an opportunity to bring good paying jobs into Hamburg.  
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Supervisor Walters opens the meeting to public comment.

Chris Stone, Carpenters Local 289, is against the moratorium and in favor of windpower.  

Mike Hobart, Local 17, is against the moratorium.

Betty Newell, Chamber of Commerce, representing the Chamber against the moratorium. 

Jim Willis, Ironworker, erected the Lackawanna windmills and is against the moratorium.

Bill Barrett, Goldmeyer Consulting, questions if the moratorium was passed.

Councilman Cavalcoli responds that they have not put the moratorium into effect, however they
cannot act on any new applications until this matter is settled.

Bill Barrett comments that with the windmills Western New York will come across as forward
thinking.  We need to stand behind this.  He is against the moratorium.

Councilwoman Kesner responds that when they passed the resolution calling for the public
hearing on the moratorium they did not have any indication of the BQ Energy project.  The only
reason they called for the moratorium was to work on the local law concerning residential
windmills.  She does think this is a wonderful idea. We are an old country town and we have a
lot of areas zoned industrial right in the middle of residential areas.  They have to be careful that
when they allow businesses they protect the neighborhoods as well.

Pete Reszcka is 100% against the moratorium.  He feels the present law for industrial is fine, he
can see looking at the laws for residential.  

Pat McAnaney, Woodlawn Fire Hall, represents the fire hall in saying they are against the
moratorium and pro business in Hamburg.

Councilman Cavalcoli asks Mr. McAnaney to put together petitions against the moratorium and
get signatures from the Woodlawn Fire Department as well as area residents because they will be
the ones most directly affected by this.  

Ron Kibowicz, operations supervisor hired by Clipper winds to maintain and operate the facility
in Lackawanna, is against the moratorium.  He would be happy to answer any questions on how
this would benefit the area.

Fred Harrington, farmer, is against the moratorium.  It is environmentally friendly and not a
safety or health issue.  
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Joe Kilian, resident, comments that they should keep the process rolling and have a moratorium,
if they feel it is necessary, for the residential areas.  He is against the moratorium in the industrial
areas.

Mary Beth Carmody, Woodlawn resident, comments that her community does not have a lot of
knowledge on this and they would appreciate any information on how this will affect them.  

Councilwoman Kesner responds that she should talk to Mark Mitskovski from BQ Energy to
make arrangements for tours and information.  

Gerry Franz, Operating Engineers, comments that he is against the moratorium because they
don’t want to see progress stopped.

Mark Mitskovski, project manager, comments that he is against the moratorium.  He would like
anyone who can to come and see the site.  A moratorium would seriously hinder the efforts to
inform and educate the residents of Woodlawn.  

Gale Vara, resident, comments against the moratorium.  

Bruce McIvor, resident, comments that this is not a friendly area for business and is against the
moratorium.  

James Lehmann, resident and science teacher, comments that the schools are teaching the
importance of alternate energy and they have the opportunity here for just that.  He speaks
against the moratorium for industrial applications.  

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that he is a former science teacher and in all the years he taught
science he preached about alternate energy.  He is not against windmills, his purpose in
promoting the moratorium is to make sure that whatever comes into Hamburg meets the proper
Code to protect the citizens. Everyone needs to be conscious of the conservation of energy in
their lives.  

Joseph Dicenzo, resident of Lackawanna, comments against the moratorium but thinks they
should go slow.  Studies have been done, but they were done on different sized windmills.  They
need to get actual data from the windmills that are in place now.  Also the Town should look into
whether or not the windmills are tax exempt.  

Andrea Haxton, Lackawanna Councilwoman, comments against the moratorium.  

Keith Lima, Operating Engineer, comments against the moratorium, the price of the windmills is
rising and the longer the wait the more expensive they will be to erect.  

Carolyn Szelest is concerned about how far the windmills are coming onto Woodlawn Beach.    



04/23/2007 Hamburg Town Board Meeting Hamburg, New York Page 7 of  21

Councilman Cavalcoli responds that they do not have an application yet and do not know exactly
where they will be built.  Once they finalize the law they will accept the application and those
questions can be answered.

Drew Reilly comments that the application just came in the mail and is on the Planning Board
agenda for next month.  Any questions can be answered at that meeting.

Steve Strnad, resident, urges the Town Board to take the time needed to look into everything
thoroughly.

Brendon Hand, resident, comments against the moratorium. 

Councilman Quatroche comments that he had concerns with the moratorium but there are
industrial areas within residential and he would rather have this discussion tonight than have
residents come in after a windmill had been built and say why did you build it there.  They were
not aware of the fact that they wanted to move as quickly on the Hamburg site and now they are
aware.  They are not interested in stopping development, only protecting residents by putting the
correct laws into place.  

1.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by Councilman Cavalcoli, the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

RESOLVED, that the Town Board close the public hearing at 8:20 p.m.

2.
On a motion of Councilwoman Kesner, seconded by Supervisor Walters, the following
resolution was
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ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche
Noes 0

RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the minutes of the following meetings:

March 26, 2007 Town Board Meeting

April 2, 2007 Work Session

April 16, 2007 Town Board Meeting

3.
On a motion of Councilman Cavalcoli, seconded by Councilwoman Kesner, the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg received a rezoning application from Vanderbilt Properties,
Inc to rezone 42 acres of land located on Southwestern Boulevard approximately 700 feet south
of Amsdell Road from R-A to PUD, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of Vanderbilt Properties to construct an active adult lifestyle
community consisting of condominiums and commercial space ("Villas at Brierwood"), and

WHEREAS, the Hamburg Town Board referred this application to the Planning Board for its
review and investigation of the issues associated with this rezoning and subsequent development,
and

WHEREAS, the Hamburg Town Board has declared itself lead agency, pursuant to Part 617
NYCRR Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, the State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA), and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board and Planning Board have reviewed the rezoning application and
associated materials submitted to date including, but not limited to, site plans and the Full
Environmental Assessment Form Part I, and

WHEREAS, certain significant adverse environmental impacts have been identified and are
likely to occur as a result of the proposed rezoning and development, and 
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WHEREAS, on December 8, 2006 the Hamburg Town Board issued a Positive Declaration and
required that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared in conformance with the
SEQRA regulations in order to fully evaluate the potentially large impacts of this proposal, and

WHEREAS, a draft EIS has been prepared and submitted to the Town of Hamburg Planning
Department, and

WHEREAS, on April 18, 2007 the Town of Hamburg Planning Board and Planning Consultant
recommended that the Hamburg Town Board accept the submitted draft EIS as adequate for
public review in terms of scope and content,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board does hereby accept
the draft Environmental Impact Statement submitted for the proposed Villas at Brierwood
project as adequate for public review in terms of scope and content (not necessarily agreeing
with all of the conclusions of the document).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board hereby schedules a public
hearing on the submitted draft EIS and the request for rezoning from R-A to PUD to be held on
May 14, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Department is directed to prepare, file,
distribute and publish the Notice of Completion of the draft Environmental Impact Statement and
the Notice of Public Hearing.

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that they are accepting the draft EIS only so that it is available
for public review.  

4.
On a motion of Councilman Quatroche, seconded by Councilman Cavalcoli, the following
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resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

WHEREAS, as authorized by a January 22, 2007 resolution of the Town Board, proposals from
five engineering consultants were received by the Town Engineer for providing services
associated with the preparation of concept plan drawings and related information for proposed
gateway entrance features along Lake Shore Road (NYS Route 5) in the area of Big Tree Road;
and

WHEREAS, the proposals have been reviewed by a three person selection committee, which
has recommended that the contract be awarded to Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. on the basis of
their
experience, qualifications, and overall responsiveness to the requirements of the Town’s Request
for Proposals, as well as their negotiated fee being reasonable and acceptable for the work to be
performed, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. is awarded the contract 
for this project at a total lump sum fee of $26,500, and that the Supervisor is authorized to sign
their March 30, 2007 proposal/agreement in this regard.  Funding for these services is to be from
the Federal transportation funding that the Town of Hamburg has received for this project, which
will cover 80% of the cost.  The remaining 20% local share is to be paid through the Town Trust 
and Agency account.  Marchiselli program funding has also been requested from New York
State in this regard.  If this is received, it will provide funding for 75% of the 20% local share,
thereby reducing the Town’s portion to 5% of the overall project cost.

Councilman Quatroche comments that this is to study the feasibility of using the funding for a
gateway into our community.

5.
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On a motion of Councilman Quatroche, seconded by Supervisor Walters, the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

BE IT RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Traffic Safety Advisory Board, that R2-3
(Area Speed 30) and W1-1 and W1-2 (curve) with W9-1 (15MPH) signs be erected on Riley
Boulevard at the proper locations, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Department of Transportation be
asked to erect an R1-1 (STOP) sign at the intersection of Riley and US#20, and that the Erie
County Division of Highways be asked to erect an R1-1 (STOP) sign at the intersection of Riley
and Bayview Road.

 

6.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by  Councilman Quatroche, the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to sign a contract for
accounting services with Drescher & Malecki.   Drescher & Malecki will be retained to oversee
and direct the Town Finance Department.  The hourly rate of the agreement will be set at $140
per hour for Partners, $120 per hour for Managers, $100 per hour for Seniors, $60 per hour for
staff and $15 per hour for administrative.  The term of this agreement will be until December 31,
2007 and the Town of Hamburg shall reserve the right to terminate this agreement at any time. 
Funding for this agreement is available in Account A1310.456, Consulting Fees.

Supervisor Walters comments that they have been looking at ways to restructure the Finance
Department after the retirement of two senior people from that Department.  This is an
opportunity to save a great deal of money.  They will be hiring Drescher & Malecki in lieu of
hiring a replacement for James Spute and Robert Brown.   The salary and benefits for those two
positions is roughly $225,000 and it is estimated that the fees under this contract will be $50,000
per year. He then explains their annual duties.  

Councilman Quatroche comments that Drescher and Malecki have the most Town experience of
any of the firms they interviewed and can bring some private sector ideas into the public sector.  
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Councilwoman Kesner compliments Mary Dosch, Sr. Account Clerk, for stepping up to the plate
in helping to run that department in the meantime and helping them make these decisions.  

Councilman Cavalcoli thanks the staff in Finance as well and Supervisor Walters and
Councilman Quatroche for finalizing this.  They have an opportunity to look at this to see if it
will work and they can terminate the contract at any time if they are not satisfied.

Steve Strnad questions if it works and the savings are there, will they make it permanent.

Supervisor Walters responds that if it works out they will continue it because the savings are so
substantial.

Ferd Garcia comments that this is outsourcing and if the savings is so great why don’t they do
more of it.

Councilman Quatroche responds that they have looked into it for other Departments and
sometimes it has worked out and other times it is more expensive.  It depends on the field.

Councilwoman Kesner comments that they merged the Highway with Building and Grounds and
saved 2.3 million dollars, they did an energy audit and received a rebate of $800,00 through the
efforts of Jim Connolly and they saved $70,000 annually by bringing in those consultants, we
recently merged the Tax Department with the Town Clerk’s Department saving at least $50,000
per year and put into place the Town’s self-insurance policy saving millions of dollars.  This is
an ongoing effort to save money for the taxpayers.  

7.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by  Councilman Cavalcoli, the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize The American Legion Auxiliary, Hamburg Post
No. 527, to conduct their annual “Poppy” campaign during the month of May. The donations
received are used for rehabilitation programs for the hospitalized and disabled veterans in this
area and aid for their families.

8.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, with a unanimous second the following resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche
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Noes 0

PROCLAMATION
TOWN OF HAMBURG

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time honored and vital part of the local government
exists throughout the world, 
                   

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest among public servants, and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal provides the professional link between the citizens, the local
governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels, and 

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever mindful of their neutrality and impartiality,
rendering equal service to all. 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk is the information center on functions of local government and
community.

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of the
Office of the Municipal Clerk through participation in education programs, seminars,
workshops and the and the annual meetings of their state, province, county and
international professional organizations.

WHEREAS, it is most appropriate that we recognize the accomplishments of the Office of the
Municipal Clerk.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Steven J. Walters, Supervisor of the Town of Hamburg, do recognize the week
of April 29 through May 5, 2007 as Municipal Clerks Week, and further extend appreciation to our
Municipal Clerk, Catherine A. Rybczynski, and to all Municipal Clerks for the vital services they perform
and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent. 
   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
Caused the seal of the Town of Hamburg
To be affixed this 23rd day of April 2007.

_________________________________
Steven J. Walters
Supervisor 
Town of Hamburg

D. Mark Cavalcoli, Councilman
Joan A. Kesner, Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr., Councilman

9.
On a motion of Councilman Quatroche, seconded by Supervisor Walters, the following
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resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Recreation Department
as follows:

1.   Drew, Adam Recreation Attendant 04/24/2007 $9.00
2.   McGahey, Meghan “ ” 04/24/2007 $7.15
3.   Betrus, Thomas “ ” 06/01/2007 $7.20
4.   Chojecki, Jessica “ ” 06/01/2007 $7.20
5.   Denecke, Patrick “ ” 05/15/2007 $7.20
6.   Lease, Michael “ ” 05/15/2007 $7.20
7.   Schulz, Kimberly “ ” 06/01/2007 $8.25

10.
Moved by Councilwoman Kesner:

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy on the Hamburg Town Board due to the appointment of former
Councilwoman Kathleen Hochul to the position of Erie County Clerk, and

WHEREAS, Councilwoman Hochul has duly submitted her resignation as a Town of Hamburg
Councilwoman, and

WHEREAS, this vacancy should be filled in order to maintain the best functions of the Town Board
for its constituents

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board appoint Richard A.
Smith, to that vacancy commencing April 24, 2007 and ending December 31, 2007.

Seconded by Councilman Cavalcoli

Supervisor Walters comments that normally this Board has accepted late resolutions in the past,
however normally they are administrative and this is a substantive resolution and should be prefiled
to allow the people the opportunity to review and voice opinion.  Therefore under Roberts Rules he
will not call this to a vote.

Councilman Quatroche moves for a Special Order to move this resolution.
Supervisor Walters explains that under a Special Order the Board by 2/3 majority can supercede the
decision of the Chair in matters such as this.  He then calls the  Special Order to vote as follows:
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On a motion of Councilman Quatroche, seconded by Councilwoman Kesner, the Special Order
adopting resolution #10 is
ADOPTED Ayes 3 Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 1 Walters
  

Supervisor Walters voices his concern on this resolution stating that the Board already made a
determination that anyone who has not been duly elected to a post should not be appointed as in the
Deputy Supervisor’s position.  

Councilman Cavalcoli explains that they need a majority vote and with only four Councilpersons
there could be a tie.  Mr. Smith comes to the Town Board after having been duly elected by a
majority of the Town residents as Councilman, Highway Superintendent and State Assemblyman.

Councilwoman Kesner comments that this is not the time for on the job training.  They need
someone with experience.  She is honored that he has stepped up to the plate to fill Councilwoman
Hochul’s position.  

Councilman Quatroche comments that comparing the Deputy Supervisor to a Councilman position
is comparing apples to oranges.  He agrees they need an odd number of Board members.  He worked
with Mr. Smith when he was Highway Superintendent and he brings a wealth of experience that
would be hard to duplicate.  

Supervisor Walters comments that the position that is being filled today has a great deal more
authority than the position of Deputy Supervisor and this is not consistent with the precedence that
the Board has set previously.  

Ford Beckwith, resident, comments that they should table this to the next meeting so that residents
can be notified.

Don Weiss, resident, comments that he agrees with Mr. Smith’s qualification’s but doesn’t agree that
it was not on the agenda ahead of time.

Ed Soda, resident, comments that this happened in previous administrations and this isn’t any
different.   

Ferd Garcia, resident, comments that experience shouldn’t be an issue.  

Councilwoman Kesner responds that they have a Town Board meeting on May 14th and they have
a lot of work to do. They will put him to work immediately.

Councilman Cavalcoli comments, again, in November it will be the peoples choice, but until then
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they needed to get a highly qualified person to help with the workload.

Dan O’Connoll questions if they advertised for this position.  

Councilwoman Kesner responds that would have taken time and they needed a qualified person
immediately and he agreed to accept the position.

Bill Barrett, resident, expresses his interest in the position.  

Councilman Cavalcoli responds that he should put his hat in the ring for November.

Paul Ilardo comments that individuals should be allowed to apply for the position if they are
interested.

Laura Reynolds expresses her displeasure.

John Wicka, Lake View, comments that in light of the public hearing this evening it is obvious that
the Town Board has a tremendous amount of work before it and it is a matter of good government
to bring in someone at this time, especially someone as qualified as Mr. Smith.  

Councilman Cavalcoli introduces Mr. Smith.

Mr. Smith comments that no one did as much sole searching as himself on this issue.  He has worked
with almost every single Department head in this Town and he gratefully accepts the position and
pledges to the people he will work with everyone to make Hamburg a better place to live.

Supervisor Walters expresses his interest in working with him as well. 

 
 

11.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, with a unanimous second the following resolution was 
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

PROCLAMATION
TOWN OF HAMBURG

WHEREAS, today we are celebrating New York State Organization of Mothers of Twins
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Clubs on their 42nd annual conference; and                    

WHEREAS, the needs of families of multiple birth children are unique and require specialized
resources and assistance; and

WHEREAS, New York State Organization of Mothers of Twins Clubs goal is to improve
public awareness of the needs of multiple birth children by fostering development
of local support groups, enhancing the quality of educational materials available
to parents, educators and others and by cooperating with and participating in
research projects which involve twins and/or their families; and

WHEREAS, New York State Organization of Mothers of Twins Clubs offers significant
support to families of multiple birth children and provides a wealth of materials
and information to these families; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this conference is to continue to educate and allow for the sharing
of experiences in raising twins and higher order multiples.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg
recognize the New York State Organization of Mothers of Twins Clubs for their dedication to
mothers from all areas of New York State and welcome New York State Organization of
Mothers of Twins Clubs to our community and wish all involved and present continue success in
raising multiple birth children.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
Caused the seal fo the Town of Hamburg
To be affixed this 23rd day of April 2007.

    _________________________________
Steven J. Walters
Supervisor 
Town of Hamburg

D. Mark Cavalcoli, Councilman
Joan A. Kesner, Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr., Councilman

12.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by Councilwoman Kesner, the following 
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0



04/23/2007 Hamburg Town Board Meeting Hamburg, New York Page 18 of  21

RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Audit of Cash Disbursements as follows:

VOUCHER #’S

OPERATING FUND:

BATCH #56 $600,000.00 18469
BATCH #57 $165,546.21 UNPROCESSED

TOTAL OPERATING FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $    765,546.21

TRUST & AGENCY:

BATCH #16 $470,562.66
BATCH #17 $ 13,403.33

TOTAL TRUST & AGENCY DISBURSEMENTS: $    483,965.99

CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS:

BATCH #23 $500,000.00

TOTAL CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $   500,000.00

PAYROLL:
PR# P/R 8 $447,013.24

TOTAL PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS: $   447,013.24

PETTY CASH: $              0.00

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR AUDIT: $2,196,525.44

Reports From Town Board Members and Department Heads

Councilwoman Kesner reports that the Domestic Violence Advisory Committee will be hosting 
a fundraiser Friday Night at the Woodlawn Fire Hall at 7:00 p.m.  The cost is $25.00 with all of
the proceeds going directly to the victims.  

Supervisor Walters reports that the Town has received agreement from all the Unions to go to
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one healthcare plan.  This will save the Town approximately 1.2 million dollars over three years.
The entire Board spent a lot of time on this and he thanks his colleagues and the Unions and their
leadership.  

Councilwoman Kesner thanks the Unions and employees for coming together, they are Town
residents as well and this savings will be reflected in this years budget.   

Councilman Quatroche thanks Supervisor Walters and all the unions.  

Councilman Cavalcoli thanks all the union leadership, Supervisor Walters and Councilman
Quatroche.

Supervisor Walters announces that the Town has received the FEMA reimbursement from the
October storm.

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that a lot of communities have not received their
reimbursement and he thanks Mr. Connolly for being so efficient in making sure all the
paperwork was done correctly.  

Mr. Connolly thanks Bill Dash for working on this right from the beginning. He was
instrumental in seeing this through from beginning to end.  The numbers show that they did it in
a very efficient and timely manner.

Councilman Quatroche comments on the great job that Building and Grounds and Highway are
doing with less.  The budget in both those departments has been greatly reduced.  He commends
all the employees and Mr. Connolly.

Drew Reilly reports that there will be a public meeting on May 7th at the Lake View Fire Hall at
6:45 p.m. on the Comprehensive Master Plan Update.

Business From The Floor

Joe Kilian, United Council, questions the hiring of two dispatchers that are not residents of
Hamburg and refers to a residency law.

Councilwoman Kesner comments that they are residents of surrounding Towns that we dispatch
for.

 Mr. Boehm, Deputy Town Attorney, explains that there was a public hearing on that residency
law but it was never passed.

Joe Kilian also comments on damage that is being done in the Cloverbank, Mt. Vernonand
Wanakah areas by individuals driving over lawns and circles. 
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Councilman Cavalcoli comments that this has come up at public meetings before and they spoke
with the Chief of Police about it.  The problem is they need a license plate number or visual
identification of the vehicle or persons involved.  

Councilman Quatroche comments on the playground patrols a couple of years ago and asks that
they institute something like that in this area.   

Joe Kilian comments that the sewer building in Hoover Beach has a tag on it and needs to be
cleaned-up.  He has reported this before.   

Ferd Garcia, resident, questions if the Town bought some property on Southwestern.  It was in
the real estate transaction record in the paper.

Mr. Boehm asks him to bring in a copy.  He is not aware of any transaction.

Ferd questions about the sewer absorption into the County and how the costs will be distributed
among all of the residents.

Councilman Cavalcoli responds that any capital improvements will be born by the entire Erie
County sewer district.

Supervisor Walters comments that there will a public hearing on this were all his questions could
be answered.

Kathleen Nowak has been approached about selling her property, in the vicinity of South Park
and Legion Dr., for a strip mall. How can they let developers know that we don’t need another
strip mall.  

Supervisor Walters comments that within the Master Plan they try and direct development to
certain areas of the Town and they have been working with developers to push to fill vacant
properties.    

Councilman Cavalcoli comments that the Town does have control, through the Master Plan, over
the zoning of those areas.  So if a developer buys property that is zoned residential it would need
a rezoning application and they have gone on record as opposing that.

Bill Barrett, Lake View, questions the status of Foits’s.

Councilman Quatroche comments that they received the environmental report, they are
submitting their final grant application and the title work is done.  

Don Weiss, resident, comments that he came to Board with some questions and they were
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answered by Mr. Kapsiak and Mr. Reilly.  He then comments on the 2010 Master plan and a
mentions a parcel behind Brierwood Plaza.

Councilwoman Kesner asks if Mr. Reilly would review the zoning map with Mr. Weiss to
answer his questions.

Fred Harrington comments that he asked the Board a while ago about a right to farm law and
wonders if anything has been done about that. Other Towns, in Erie County, have passed that.

13.
On a motion of Supervisor Walters, seconded by Councilman Cavalcoli, that the following
resolution was
ADOPTED Ayes 4 Walters, Cavalcoli, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes 0

RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourn at 9:40 p.m.

____________________________
Catherine Rybczynski, Town Clerk


