
Meeting No. 6
April 25, 2005

Hamburg Town Board Meeting
S-6100 South Park Avenue
Hamburg, New York 14075

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli calls the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Roll Call: D. Mark Cavalcoli Deputy Supervisor
Kathleen C. Hochul Councilwoman
Joan A. Kesner Councilwoman
Thomas Quatroche, Jr. Councilman

Absent: Patrick H. Hoak Supervisor

Also Present: Catherine Rybczynski Town Clerk
Gerard Kapsiak Town Engineer
Richard Boehm Deputy Town Attorney
Joseph Coggins Police Chief
James Connolly Highway Superintendent
Robert Brown Sr. Account clerk
Robert Hutchison Town Assessor
Martin Denecke Director of Recreation
Drew Reilly Planning Consultant
Tim Ellis Traffic Safety Coordinator
Tim Regan Community Development Assistant
Kurt Allen Supervising Code Enforcement Officer

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Information on Fire Exits was provided.

Councilwoman Hochul asks for a moment of silence in honor of former Village of Hamburg
Trustee, Patrick Lalley, who passed away unexpectedly on Friday while riding his bicycle in
Florida.  He was a family friend for over 45 years and a true public servant.  He was very much
into preservation and conservation.  He worked on the beautification of the Village of Hamburg
in planting trees and working on bike paths, etc. this is a true loss to our community.

Councilman Quatroche comments that there are many people in our community that volunteer
their time for our youth and we are very fortunate to have one of the best Recreation
Departments in the area.  This is due to a combination of great leadership and volunteers who put
countless hours in for the betterment of our youth.  Tonight he has the pleasure of presenting the
Outstanding Youth Sport Leader award in the Town of Hamburg.  The Town of Hamburg
formed this partnership last year in an effort to unite our local independent youth organizations
towards common goals.  One of the most important goals was assuring that a positive culture
was maintained for each participant and their families.  There are four individuals tonight being
honored who have demonstrated the commitment to the highest standards in youth sports
programing by becoming certified as volunteer youth sports administrators.  On behalf of the
Town Board he wants to express appreciation for the time and devotion they have given to the
children of our community.  The four people he is honoring are John Andrychuk (Youth
America Soccer), Steve Holmes (Hamburg Hockey Association), Frank Fabian (LakeView
Athletic Association), and Carol Greis (Hamburg Little Loop Football and Cheerleading).  

Councilwoman Hochul reports on the Character of the Month. Employee Wally Bratek was to
receive an award this evening, but could not attend because his brother passed away.  They will
present this to him next month.  They are looking for nominations for the character “Virtue”
which is doing what is right, demonstrated in thought, voice, and action throughout your
lifetime.  Always take the high road to truth and justice.  They are looking for nominations from
the public and fellow employees for people who demonstrate this character.

Councilwoman Hochul comments that the first resolution was not prefiled because it was just
voted on today.  This is an increase to the tolls of 25% for passenger traffic and 35% for
commercial traffic.  This is a source of frustration for the Town Board who have been working
on this since 1997, one year after the tolls were supposed to be eliminated from the entire
thruway system.  They have been pursuing moving the Lackawanna toll barriers further west,
outside the commuter range of the City of Buffalo. 



They feel this is an unfair commuter tax and back in December they called on the Thruway
Authority that if they did indeed pass a toll increase that they would use the revenues from that
to build a new facility outside the communities of Hamburg and the Southtowns.  To date, it
appears they did not listen so she moves the following:

I.
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg adopted a resolution in December, 2004
urging that any increase in the tolls charged along the NYS Thruway be accompanied with a plan
for the relocation of the Lackawanna Toll Barrier outside the commuting range of Hamburg and
other Southtowns residents; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has also called for a free commuter pass for residents in the
Southtowns; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg participated in the public hearing on the toll increase held
by the NYS Thruway Authority on April 6th and argued that Hamburg commuters are
disproportionately impacted by the presence of toll barriers in both Blasdell and in Hamburg, as
well as those who must pay the additional toll for entry to the City of Buffalo at the Ogden St.
Barrier; and

WHEREAS, today, April 25, the NYS Thruway Authority Board approved a 25% increase for
passenger vehicles and a 35% increase for commercial vehicles, with a 10% discount in the
increase for passenger E-Z Pass holders; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg calls
upon the New York State Thruway Authority to use this opportunity to dedicate revenues
generated by the toll increase to the construction of a toll barrier further West of the Lackawanna
barrier, beyond Exit 57A Southtowns’ and to institute free commuter passes for Southtowns’
residents pending construction of a new barrier to replace the Lackawanna Barrier;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the Thruway Authority does not agree to the relocation
of the Lackawanna Toll Barrier, with interim free commuter passes for Southtowns commuters,
then the Town of Hamburg adamantly opposes any increase in tolls for passenger and
commercial traffic.

Certified copies to be sent to the municipalities of Evans, Eden, Lackawanna, Orchard Park, as
well as to members of the NYS Delegation and the NYS Thruway Authority.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Unanimous
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Hochul comments that for years now they have made their case and it is really
frustrating.  They participated in the public hearings and , although you get the sense it was a
forgone conclusion, she would like to entertain the thought that the Town’s proposal had merit. 
They will be generating excess revenues with this increase and that should create sufficient
revenues to undertake what they have suggested.  A year ago they released a study that showed
by moving the Lackawanna toll barrier it would actually increase the revenues to the NYS
Thruway Authority.  Apparently they have decided that they would rather not do that.  She
would like to call on her colleagues for any of their comments because they have been in this
battle with her from the beginning.  The fight goes on and they will continue their efforts to try
and influence them on behalf of the residents, the businesses and the Chamber of Commerce who
all support this.  

Councilwoman Kesner thanks her for her leadership in taking this on.  It is a sad day for
Southtown residents, the Thruway Authority is not listening, and once again they are picking up
the tab more than any other community.  This is very unfair and the Board stands behind
continuing to fight this injustice.

Councilman Quatroche also thanks her and comments that it seems that the Northtowns get a
free ride and we have to pay an unfair tax.  If it wasn’t for her leadership this issue would not
even be on the table.  He would also like to plead to the NYS Delegation and Thruway Authority
to add some common sense to this discussion.  He hopes this is one more step towards solving
this problem.



Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that this is clearly an injustice, all the years that
residents have been paying towards those toll barriers is truly unfair.  Under the leadership of
Councilwoman Hochul they have clearly indicated to the NYS Thruway Authority that this is an
injustice and asked them to give consideration as to why this is not reasonable and that has not
been forthcoming.  They will continue to fight for this.

II.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the minutes of the following meetings:

March 14, 2005 Town Board Meeting
March 21, 2005 Work Session
April 4, 2005 Work Session
April 18, 2005 Work Session

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: Noes
Carried

III.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is authorized to advertise for the Annual Police
Auction of Lost, Stolen and/or Discarded Goods.  The auction will be held on June 4, 2005 at
9:00 a.m.  Advertising will be on May 18 and May 19 in the Front Page and the Sun.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

IV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Recreation Department to issue alcohol
waivers for the following May Taylor Road rentals:

5/01/05 5/22/05
5/06/05 5/24/05
5/07/05 5/25/05
5/08/05 5/27/05
5/11/05 5/28/05
5/13/05 5/29/05
5/14/05 5/30/05
5/15/05
5/20/05
5/21/05

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche
 Noes: None

Carried



V.
WHEREAS, the Village of Blasdell has entered into a Cooperative Agreement with the Town of
Hamburg, the grantee,  in order to receive federal Community Development Block Grant funds
from the Department of Housing and Urban Development and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Blasdell has requested and will receive $100,000.00 from the 2005
CDBG grant year for water line and infrastructure reconstruction on Orchard Avenue within a
HUD target area in the Village of Blasdell.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to sign the
agreement by and between the Town of Hamburg and the Village of Blasdell for the use of the
towns CDBG funds. 

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VI.
WHEREAS, the Village of Hamburg has entered into a Cooperative Agreement with the Town
of Hamburg, the grantee, in order to receive Community Development Block Grant funds from
the Department of Housing and Urban Development and,

WHEREAS, the Village of Hamburg has requested and will receive $125,000.00 from the 2005
CDBG grant year to finish sewer reconstruction along East Main Street which is within a HUD
target area in the Village of Hamburg.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to sign the
agreement by and between the Town of Hamburg and the Village of Hamburg for the use of the
towns CDBG funds. 

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VII.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York,
approve a “Cooperation Agreement” for the Federal Fiscal Years 2006, 2007 and 2008 with the
Village of Hamburg and the Village of Blasdell under which the Town, as a Metropolitan City,
will apply for and utilize a maximum share of any funds available to the Town and both Villages
under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be authorized to execute the necessary
agreement and any other instruments required in connection therewith and also to direct the
Town Attorney to attach a statement that the terms and provisions of said Agreement are fully
authorized under State and Local law.

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

VIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Building and
Grounds Department as follows:

1.   Dash, Bill Seasonal Laborer 04/20/2005 $9.09

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Kesner 
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche
  Noes: None

Carried



IX.
WHEREAS, the Town has not made changes to the permit and license fee schedule since
December 12, 1994 and has recognized some amendments are justified at this time, and

WHEREAS, after reviewing the cost of similar fees assessed by neighboring municipalities
have determined the proposed fee amendments to be fair and reasonable. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the amended permit
and license fee schedule as follows in accordance with the provisions of the applicable local laws
referenced as follows:

Building Construction and Fire Prevention - Local Law No. 2-2005, Sections 76-13 &
76-24 
Tree Management - Local Law No. 4-2003, Section 243-6 D. (1)
Telecommunication Facilities - Local Law No. 13-1996, Section 280-213 A. (3)
Flood Damage Prevention Local Law No. 10-1994, Section 115-12
Coastal Erosion Hazard Area Local Law No. 3-1993, Sections 85-20 &85-25 B.

 These new fees will be imposed effective immediately.

Moved : Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

BUILDING PERMIT FEES
ITEM Filin

g
Fee

Examination
of Plans

Permit
Expiration

1. RESIDENTIAL & ADDITIONS 
ONE & TWO FAMILY,
TOWNHOUSE

$10.0
0

$40.00 PLUS $0.20 PER SQ. FT. (HABITABLE SPACE)
 INCLUDES ATTACHED GARAGE

1 YEAR

2. COMMERCIAL OR
INDUSTRIAL & ADDITIONS, 
APARTMENT,  CONDO

$10.0
0

$90.00 $0.25 PER SQ. FT. OF GROSS FLOOR AREA 1 YEAR

3.  A. RESIDENTIAL
ALTERATIONS 

$10.0
0

$25.00 FOR FIRST $1,000 EST. CONSTRUCTION COST
$5.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL $1,000 OF
ALTERATION

1 YEAR

     B. COMMERCIAL
ALTERATIONS

$10.0
0

$40.00 FOR FIRST $1,000 EST. CONSTRUCTION COST
$5.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL $1,000 OF
ALTERATION

1 YEAR

4. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE $10.0
0

$25.00 PLUS $0.05 SQ. FT. GROSS STRUCTURE AREA 1 YEAR

5. SITE WORK 
(APPLIES ONLY TO 
NON-RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT)

$10.0
0

$90.00 PLUS $0.02 SQ. FT. NET SITE AREA

NOT REQUIRED ON SITES LESS THEN 20,000
SQ. FT.

1 YEAR

6. DECKS, PORCHES &
CARPORTS
COVERED ROOFS

$10.0
0

$25.00 UP TO 200 SQ. FT.
OVER 200 SQ. FT. $0.10 SQ. FT.

1 YEAR

7.  A. RESIDENTIAL DEMOLITION $10.0
0

$25.00 1 YEAR

     B. COMMERCIAL DEMOLITION $10.0
0

$90.00 1 YEAR

8. MOVE A STRUCTURE $10.0
0

$25.00 $0.10 A SQ. FT. 1 YEAR

9.    A. FENCE $35.0
0

$0.05 A LINEAR FT. 1 YEAR

       B.   FENCE (POOL ENCLOSURE) $35.0
0

$0.05 A LINEAR FT.

       C.   FENCE REPLACEMENT $35.0
0



10.  A.   INGROUND POOL $10.0
0

$65.00 1 YEAR

       B.  ABOVE GROUND POOL $10.0
0

$40.00 1 YEAR

11. SIGNS $10.0
0

$25.00 ONE TO 25 SQ. FT.  $2.00 FOR EACH
ADDITIONAL SQ. FT.

1 YEAR

12. PORTABLE SIGNS $10.0
0

$2.00 PER SQ. FT. 1 MONTH

13. TOPSOIL REMOVAL $10.0
0

$35.00 $1.00 PER CU. YD. 1 MONTH

14. SATELLITE DISH $10.0
0

$35.00 LESS THAN 24" DIA. DO NOT REQUIRE A
PERMIT

1 YEAR

15. ZONING BOARD $10.0
0

$140.00 6 MONTH

16.         FIRE REPAIR $10.0
0

17. FIRE PREVENTION $10.0
0

18. RE-INSPECTION FEE $50.00 FOR ASSESSED RE-INSPECTION

19. CELLULAR TOWERS/CO-
LOCATION

$250.00 $10.00 PER THOUSAND

20. TREE MANAGEMENT $50.00 INCLUDES UP TO ACRE $50.00  PER ACRE
THEREAFTER

21.A. COASTAL EROSION
MANAGEMENT

$50.00 2% OF TOTAL COST

     B.     COASTAL EROSION APPEAL  
            BOARD

$150.00

22. PLUMBING $25.00 $5.00 PER FIXTURE

23. SEWER MASTER $400.00

24. SEWER ERIE COUNTY #2 $100.00

25. SEWER ERIE COUNTY #3 $200.00

26. MISC. $50.00

27. SEWER LATERAL
REPLACEMENT/REPAIR

$50.00 1 MONTH

28. STORAGE TRAILER $50.00 6 MONTH

29.         FLOOD PLAIN               
MANAGEMENT

$50.00 PLUS $0.02 PER SQ. FT. SITE AREA

30.         FIRE PLACE/WOOD
BURNING                STOVE

$35.0
0

31.         UNDERGROUND TANK
              REMOVAL, REPLACEMENT 

$35.0
0

Councilman Quatroche comments that the fees have not been changed since 1994.  Although they look to keep fees and
taxes down, it has been over 10 years since they have been addressed.  In addition, they did an exhaustive study of
other municipalities to make sure that we are in line.  He asks for support in recognition of the time it has taken to
address this and also the fact that we are in line now with other neighboring municipalities.  

Councilman Cavalcoli thanks Kurt Allen and his Department for working on this and also Mr. Boehm.  They
appreciate the effort taken to research and compare to other municipalities.  If you look at the cost to operate the
community, people who do business within our community should be paying their fair share for the reviews and
inspections.  



X.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Police Department as
follows:

1.   Mikac, Ryan Clerk - Seasonal 5/23/2005 $8.30

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XI.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Department be authorized to impose a $2.00 fee for each
Notice of Unpaid Taxes sent to property owners who are delinquent on their Town & County tax
bills.

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Big Tree
Volunteer Firemen’s Co., Inc.:

Charles Costello Elvin Lopez
Grafton Ave. 3711 Saxony Place
Blasdell, N.Y. 14219 Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the hiring of personnel for the Recreation
Department as follows:

1.   Schulz, Gregory ER7251(225) 04/22/2005 $8.90 P/T
Rec. Attendant

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilwoman Hochul comments, that as liaison to the Town Clerk’s Office she is honored to
present the following proclamation.

She thanks Town Clerk, Catherine Rybczynski, for all her hard work and dedication.  



Councilwoman Hochul moves to table a proclamation concerning a proposal from Erie County
Executive Giambra calling for a regional Police Department.  Asking that a request be made
from the Supervisor’s Department for a copy of this proposal for their review. Although they
may agree with this, in due diligence as Elected Officials they should know what they are voting
on.    

XVI.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board table the above proclamation with action to be taken by the
Supervisor’s Office to obtain copies of the proposal so that they can vote on it at the next
meeting.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that our Town Police Department is a vital force in our
community and they strongly support it.   

XVII.
WHEREAS, Erie County Sewer District No. 3 is no longer using their high level
alarm/automatic dialer monitoring and telemetry equipment installed within the County’s
Windom sanitary trunk sewer adjacent to Niles Avenue; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg desires to utilize this equipment for the purpose of
expediting the Town’s response time in the event of high sewer flows within the Windom area,
thereby providing for improved operation and maintenance of the Town’s sewer system in this
area; and

WHEREAS, Erie County has agreed to allow the Town of Hamburg to use this equipment, at an
annual cost of $1.00 for which the Town agrees to compensate the County,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is authorized to enter into an
agreement with Erie County in this regard, and that two certified copies of this resolution be
provided to the Engineering Department for transmittal to the Erie County Department of
Environment and Planning together with the executed agreement forms.

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes:   None
Carried

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that they have had many requests from residents in the
Windom area concerning problems after a heavy rainfall and the Town has purchased a number
of pumps that they will use to help pump out overflows because the County will not do this. 
This equipment will help our Highway Department determine when there is a problem so they
can meet the needs of the residents.



XVIII.
WHEREAS, the Town of Hamburg has received a rezoning petition from Eberle & Willats
(Contract vendee’s for the property) for the rezoning of property located at 4194 LaSalle Avenue
from R-2 (Single Family Residence, Attached District) to W-C (Waterfront Commercial),

WHEREAS, the applicant desires this rezoning to accomplish the expansion of the McKenzie’s
parking lot, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Department and Town Board have reviewed this application, and

WHEREAS, the Hamburg LWRP recommends the useage of the W-C zoning in the Waterfront
areas of the Town as shown in the plan,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hamburg Town Board finds merit in this
application, but with concerns about the ability to buffer this use from the adjoining residential
properties, and

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby refers this application to the
Planning Board for their review, comment, and recommendation.

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

  
Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that at their last Work Session they did pass the WC
Waterfront Commercial Zoning.  That was only amending the Town Code for the Zoning itself,
no properties were rezoned at that time. They will be in the process over the next couple of
months of contacting businesses and some residents that lie within that zone, to be changed from  
their existing commercial or industrial to the Waterfront Commercial.  This particular property
has been a non-conforming use and changing this zone will actually put them into conformance
and meet the Waterfront requirements.

Councilman Quatroche thanks the Shoreline Revitalization Committee who had a large part in
this process. They are a group of volunteers that live along the Lakeshore and they have been
very instrumental in helping with the LWRP.   
 
XIX.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the membership of the following into the Woodlawn
Volunteer Fire Company, Inc.:

Tara Bosinski 
3271 Lake Shore Road
Blasdell, N.Y. 14219

Moved: Kesner Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

XX.
BE IT RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Traffic Safety Advisory Board, that the
following signs be erected and maintained by the Building and Grounds Department:

1. TH-1 (BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR): North and South side of Beetow Drive at the
intersection with NY#62 (South Park Avenue), North and South side of Hewson
at the intersection with NY#5 (Lakeshore Road).

2. R1-1 (STOP): Northeast corner of Evergreen at intersection with Schoelkopf
Road, Northeast AND Southwest sides of Winterberry at intersection with White
Oak.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Quatroche
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried



XXI.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is authorized to publish a legal notice for the Master
Plumber License, Site Utility Contractor License and Journey Plumber License examination.

The examination is scheduled for May 31, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.

Moved: Hochul Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilman Quatroche explains that there are some unrepresented individuals who work for the
Town and they are covered under the Personnel Rules and Regulations Agreement.  The
following resolution brings them in line with the White Collar Contract which they are most
closely aligned with.  

XXII.
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board accept the changes to the Personnel Rules and
Regulations Agreement with the Town of Hamburg as follows:

RULES & REGULATIONS AGREEMENT

SECTION S4.10 Sick Leave Sell-Back (New Section)

Effective January 1, 2005 an employee may elect to sell back sick leave in blocks of eight
(8) hours once each calendar year after the employee has reached the following levels:

200 - 235 Days May sell back from one (1) to five (5) days of sick leave in
blocks of eight (8) hours but must maintain a balance of
two hundred (200) days.

236 - 265 Days May sell back from one (1) to ten (10) days of sick leave in
blocks of eight (8) hours but must maintain a balance of
two hundred (200) days.

266 - 300 Days May sell from one (1) to fifteen (15) days of sick leave in
blocks of eight (8) hours but must maintain a balance of
two hundred (200) days.

An employee who elects to exercise this option must notify the Director of Finance in writing on
form PD01/02 Sick Leave Sell Back by October 1st of that calendar year and must have the
above sick leave balances as of September 30th of that calendar year.  The employee will be paid
in the first full payroll period in November of that calendar year.

If an employee exercises this option the sick leave accruals being sold back will be encumbered
by October 1st of that calendar year and will not be available for use by the employee unless they
rescind their request.  The employee will be paid at their regular straight time rate of pay as of
October 1st of the calendar year in which the sick leave is sold back.

Moved: Quatroche Seconded: Hochul
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Councilman Quatroche comments that another reason for this is to encourage employees not to
use sick time.  

 



XXIII.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Audit of Cash Disbursements as follows:

VOUCHER #’S

OPERATING FUND:

BATCH #59 $135,235.95 2648 - 2700
BATCH #60 $135,399.74 2701 - 2750
BATCH #61 $109,918.17 UNPROCESSED

PRTRN P/R #8 $529,578.68

TOTAL OPERATING FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $   910,132.54

TRUST & AGENCY:

BATCH #17 $  13,006.70
BATCH #18 $520,722.34

TOTAL TRUST & AGENCY DISBURSEMENTS: $   533,729.04

CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS:

BATCH #30 $143,782.59 2751 - 2754

TOTAL CAPITAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS: $   143,782.59

PAYROLL:

P/R #8 $492,505.85

TOTAL PAYROLL DISBURSEMENTS: $   492,505.85

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR AUDIT: $2,080,150.02

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

Correspondence

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli questions if there is anyone present that would like to comment on
an item of correspondence.  Hearing no comment, he then asks if any Board Members would like
to comment. No correspondence is addressed.

Reports From Town Board Members and Department Heads

Councilwoman Kesner reports that she recently had a meeting with the nine volunteer fire
companies in reference to the issues on training for volunteer firemen.  She is very pleased to
announce that our companies are coming together to establish a standardized training operation
for all of the new recruits and members of the fire companies.  In this day and age it seems very
wise to pick up services that the County used to provide.  She is very proud of them, it is a lot of
work and they will be putting a lot of time into identifying needs in the areas of this town where
they can do this training.  

Councilwoman Hochul announces the Townwide Clean-up will be held on May 7th .  It is a big
community picnic with people meeting at Town Hall at 8:30 where they will be given directions
and provided coffee and donuts. Then everyone does their clean-up and comes back at 12:15 and
the Town Board will cook hot dogs and they have a nice thank you party for all the volunteers. 
They have had over 800 people in the past and they want to break another record.  She
encourages everyone to help.  It was a rough winter with a lot of debris that needs to be picked-
up.  She thanks Jim Connolly, in advance , for all the work his crews do in cleaning up what has
been picked-up.  She also thanks Rosemary McManus who coordinates this.  



Deputy Supervisor comments that they have had some rainy days as well and a lot of people
come out anyhow and it is a wonderful community time.  He also thanks Kurt Allen for
contacting Wal-Mart and other stores to get their crews out and clean-up as well, as they have a
commercial responsibility to keep that clean and they shouldn’t have our volunteers doing that.  

Councilman Quatroche reports that the Golf Course is open, the Sport Court and Arena and the
Skate Park.  He encourages everyone to enjoy those facilities and he thanks Recreation and the
Building and Grounds Department for all the work they do in getting those facilities ready for
Spring.

Tim Ellis, Traffic Safety Coordinator, reports that the Board directed him to write to the State
Department of Transportation and the Erie County Highway pertaining to Coder Road.  They
asked for suggestions from those two agencies on how to mitigate truck traffic on Lake Avenue. 
The Department of Transportation has responded and they have not heard from the County
Highway Department.  

Marty Denecke, Director of Recreation, announces that on May 3rd , from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm,
the National Recreation Park Association will be in Town at Michael’s Banquet facility hosting a
“Step Up To Health Summit” .  Community members interested in issues of health and well-
being are invited.  

George Lee, Deputy Mayor Village of Blasdell, thanks Joan Kesner for her help with the
petitions for Community Development.  The President is thinking of taking away this money and
they are circulating petitions to keep it in the budget.  He asks everyone who comes in contact
with the petitions to sign.  

Business From the Floor

Dr. Janet Pope-Schumer, 4107 Tasseff Terrace, announces that she is running for the 12th

Legislative District in Erie County as a Republican Candidate.  She has the endorsement of the
Primary Challenge Reform Group.  If elected she would form a full leadership partnership with
the Town Board and taxpayers of Hamburg to enhance economic growth in our Town and keep
local government in place as much as possible.  

Faye Staley, Southwest Hamburg Taxpayers, comments that she is back again concerning
Clarence Denzel on Old Lakeview Road.  She has a list of vehicles on the property and she
counted 9 or 10.  She has been talking to other people in the area and it is not just unsightly it is
also dangerous.  This has been going on since 1972. 

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli responds that this has been one of the most difficult situations that
our Legal Department, our Building Inspection Department and Police Department has faced, all
these years.   Mr. Allen has arduously tried to bring this to prosecution, Mr. Boehm has been in
there to prosecute and Mr. Denzel has been in jail at least once.  It goes to the courts, they do
everything they are supposed to do, and the court finds leniency in many cases.  They are trying
to build a case on safety.  He is being prosecuted for violating code.  Their sympathy is with
them along with the frustration.  They have been trying to bring it to proper justice and they will
continue to do that.  

Faye comments that she understands, Mr. Allen has helped, Councilwoman Hochul came out
one time to see the place, she has written letters to thank them.  She is not saying that nothing is
being done, she was just hoping that something might be done.  

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that they have worked very hard on this and they will do
everything in their power and will continue to do absolute diligence.  

Councilwoman Hochul comments that this is in the judges hands.  This needs to be taken to the
next step.

Mr. Boehm comments that they cleaned it up once and added it to the tax roll.  They may have to
do this again to try and bring it to tax foreclosure.

Mr. Allen thanks her for her support rather than criticism.  The condition of the property now   
is such that they might consider condemnation. He will work with Mr. Boehm to accomplish
that.  



Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that they have exhausted all the most reasonable
approaches and they will take whatever steps they have to in order to make this area safe for the
residents.  

Mr. Boehm comments that they put a law into effect where the Town Board sits as a panel and
hears evidence as to the safeness and unsafeness of a dwelling, and then the Board can find the
appropriate remedy to take care of what is perceived to be a public nuisance.  

Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that it is affecting the health, safety and welfare of the
people around there and as Elected Officials it is their number one responsibility to the public to
look out for that. 

Ron Bolander, 2143 Hobblebush, wants to compliment Jim Connolly and his crews for the
excellent work they do in the wintertime.  He has lived in several states and he has never found a
better job on the roads.   He then comments on the proposed Refuse program.  The first question
he has is does the Town want to become involved in the refuse business.  Deputy Supervisor
Cavalcoli comments that the Town is not going into the garbage business.  We are not hiring
personnel, they are not buying trucks, they are acting as an agent, for the residents, to find the
best possible price.  The vendors are the garbage people.  He then questions, in the bidding
process, the bid disparity jumps out at him.  Normally in that process there will be about a 10% -
12% difference.  Usually what happens is that if a bid is very low they are not very good or they
missed something.  The person in the middle is probably ok but needs to tweak something.  The
high bidder is saying he really doesn’t want this contract, but wants to stay on the bid list.  The
low bid is not always the best.  Deputy Town Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that when they
reviewed this, that was their first reaction, why was the bid so low.  They had the Town
Engineer, Highway Superintendent and Consultant contact all the communities that the lowest
bidder dealt with and they also went through the contracts with a fine-tooth comb, and asked
them if they had missed anything.  All the clients they had served had nothing but the highest
praise for them.  Mr. Bolander comments that he doesn’t agree with the 5 year contract.  For the
first contract, you are giving them a long period of time.  Normally, you would go with a 3 year
with a one year opener.  With the 5 year contract, you may not get a good response time because
they are confident for a period of time, unless they have some openers within that contract. 
Councilman Quatroche comments that he had some concerns in that regard.  The reason he
acquiesced on this is because he believed that the reason they came in as competitive as they did
is because of the term of the contract.  He had the same concerns, but he was encouraged to hear
the references of that bidder.  He was surprised in the disparity at first, however in what he has
seen in his twelve years on the Board, when it comes to a closed public bid that happens quite
often.  He understands his concerns, but the reason it went to 5 years was the cost factor.  They
are negotiating wording into the contract to make sure that they are covered with regard to the
fact that the bidder has to meet certain criteria in order to hold the bid.  Then they can terminate
it if they don’t meet the criteria.  Mr. Bolander offers his advice if needed.

Walter Kaleta, Scranton Taxpayers Association, comments that he has NEI carrier service right
now and they are very good.  However, in the third quarter billing he had an extra charge for
tipping and fuel.  Is this the final cost, no extra charges.  Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli responds
that this is the total cost, no extras.  They are basing it on 1.2 tons per average household, based
on numbers they have gotten from all over the County, and if they see the numbers go down the
cost could be reduced.  

Robert Peleckis, 4668 Brompton, has a concern about the formation of the refuse district as well. 
Mr. Bolander shared many of his concerns, but he also wants to know if they will require a
performance bond so that if, for any reason they don’t work out, the Town has some money to go
out and redo the process.  Mr. Kapsiak, Town Engineer, comments that they will have to review
the contract with the Consultant Nathan Neill.  Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that is an
excellent suggestion and asks that he leave his number with Mr. Kapsiak and they will get back
to him on that.  Mr. Peleckis comments that this is being fast tracked.  This has only been talked
about, in depth, at one Town Board meeting.  If this is going to be a forever type thing maybe
they should take a better look at it.  Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli responds that this didn’t just
come up a couple of meetings ago.  It was brought up about a year ago by the “Who Does What
Committee” and it is something that has been on the back-burner for almost 20 years now.  But,
when they look at the rising costs of communities, when the committee asked this and they
looked at other Town’s they realized this was a cost they could bring down if they went to a
single vendor.  They did research this with other Towns that have this service and they wanted to
put this before the public.  They looked at the fact that they have four vendors going through the
Town of Hamburg five days a week and they looked at the effect on the roads, the aesthetics and
all kinds of safety factors.  



The Legal Council that put the specifications together has worked for several different 
communities and had good knowledge of what to put in the contract.  Our Legal Department,
Engineering Department and Highway Superintendent went through the specifications as well. 
Why it seems to be a rush is that they were hit with a deadline from the Agencies for putting this
on the tax rolls and if they didn’t at least have the district formed by May 24th, they would not be
able to address this for another year.  They felt they had enough information and then when the
numbers came in so low they felt they should form the district.  Councilman Quatroche
comments that someone made the comment to him “what took you so long”?  Because we are
not the first municipality to do this they can learn from others mistakes.  They were afforded the
experience of other places that have done this.  They felt they had enough information to go
forward.  They wanted to make sure that the cost was brought down and make sure that they had
safeguards in place.  As the process unfolds, he hopes that people will feel this is a good process
and they can save some money.  There was a great disparity in what people are paying and this
actually came in under what the seniors are paying.  It is easier for them to do nothing, but they
are trying to do this for the right reasons.  Mr. Peleckis comments that he just feels this is being
rushed and the Town will go through with it no matter what.  Councilman Quatroche responds
that they heard concerns and addressed them and there probably is some misinformation out
there and he apologizes for that, but, again they are trying to do the right thing and are listening
to their concerns.  Mr. Peleckis comments that he is a single person household and generates
very little garbage and takes it to a friends commercial dumpster.  Right now he pays zero.  As a
landlord they are putting him in the position where it will be on his tax bill and now he will have
to collect that from his tenant, it is hard enough getting the rent money.  He feels there should be
an ability to opt out.  Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that they formed it as a district,
just like a street lighting or water or sewer district, and it is for the mutual benefit of everyone in
that district.  Although he sympathizes with him, if he was paying the $110 for this service,
which also includes the large rubbish pick-up, this comes down to $2.50 per week.  This also
reduces the amount of truck traffic, fumes and air pollution.  Overall this is one of the best
bargains they have going in the municipal services.  Mr. Peleckis has one more question. There
are significant monies accumulated and there is a discrepancy in the amounts quoted.  Deputy
Supervisor Cavalcoli comments that he quoted him as $110 because he said he was a low
garbage accumulator.  The average person will pay $120 and being the first year, they are not
sure of the tonages.  So, he doesn’t feel there is a discrepancy.  The Town gets none of that
money, they will pay the vendor monthly.  Councilman Quatroche comments that because they
have an agreement with the vendor, they will collect the money for this and this will protect the
process.  If for some reason the service isn’t being provided properly they have a way to address
that.  Mr. Peleckis comments that they will be earning interest on the money, what happens with
that.  Deputy Supervisor Cavalcoli responds that at a later date they could end up with a lower
bill.  Mr. Peleckis comments on another issue.  He wants to compliment the Police Department
on the enforcement that they have done on Brompton Drive.  It is a 30 MPH zone going on 60-
65 most of the time.  There are signs for the purpose of stadium traffic, during the ten games per
year you shouldn’t park on the road.  However, 365 days a year they can’t park on Brompton
Drive.  This is very inconvenient for moving cars in and out of the driveway and having guests. 
He also believes that if there were cars parked along there people wouldn’t go as fast.  He asks
the Town Board to consider changing the no parking to only game days and allow them to park
there.  It would probably slow traffic and make it appear less like a thruway.  Councilwoman
Hochul responds that he needs to write a letter to Tim Ellis, Traffic Safety Coordinator, and have
area residents sign the request.  

Councilman Quatroche comments that he wants to thank the residents that spoke.  Their
comments were reasonable and well though out.  

XIV.
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adjourn to Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.

Moved: Cavalcoli Seconded: Kesner
Roll Call: Ayes: Cavalcoli, Hochul, Kesner, Quatroche

Noes: None
Carried

 



Correspondence - April 25, 2005

22 - To Supervisor Hoak from the Town Clerk’s Office, the monthly report from March 2005
with receipts totaling $55,932.73.
23 - To the Town Board from Don Weiss, 2963 Cloverbank Road, concerning the proposed
Hamburg Refuse & Garbage District giving some suggestions for the bidding process and stating
that he is will support of this district if the bids are below $130 per year.
24 - To Supervisor Hoak from Joann Markowski, 4431 Abbott Road, stating that Mr. Robert
Paas, Dog Control Officer, is one of the Town’s finest citizens.  She found her lost dog after it
had been missing for over a week and he found it for her.  He should be admired and thanked by
all.
25 - To Supervisor Hoak from Nancy Naples, County of Erie Comptroller, stating that effective
April 1, 2005 they will go back to quarterly, as opposed to monthly payment of the portions of
net collections from Erie County 4% Sales and Compensating Use Tax that are set aside for
school districts, cities, and the area of the county outside of cities.
26 - To the Hamburg Planning Board (cc Hamburg Town Board) from Eileen Eich about the 150
ft. tower that B & G Metal Plating wants to put up in back of their building in Ravenwood North
Industrial Park.  This tower would be detrimental to the fossil site because of the astronomy and
other programs.  The Town should also look at the Town Lighting law.
27 - A resolution from the Erie County Clerk’s Office stating that the Town of Hamburg
requested the use of County-owned monitoring and telemetry equipment for the purposes of
improving response to system emergencies and the County Executive is authorized to execute an
agreement with the Town to use this equipment subject to the approval by the County Attorney
and the Commissioner of the Department of Environment and Planning.
28 - To the Town Board from Stephen Strnad, Scranton-McKinley Taxpayers Association,
asking the Town to replace the missing No Parking signs on Scranton Road and to enforce the
signs, as parking on the street poses many safety concerns.
29 - To Supervisor Hoak from James Chlebowy, 3226 South Lyth Road, looking for a resolution
to a backyard flooding problem which occurs after it rains.  
30 - To Supervisor Hoak from Kevin Kelley, Erie County Legislature Clerk, stating that 3 Eden
Agricultural District are being reviewed, as part of the required 8-year review, and considered as
one district, with extensions into the Towns of Boston, Hamburg and Orchard Park. Any
recommendations or modifications should be made within 30 days.
31 - To Supervisor Hoak from Mary Jane Russell, 5622 Coachmans Lane, stating that she was
pleased to learn that the Town Board is exploring a town-wide contract for garbage pickup.  She
moved to Hamburg from another community that did have this and the service was efficient and
convenient.  She urges the Board to consider this because multiple private contracts and multiple
pickup dates are an aesthetic disaster.
32 - To the Town Board from Big Tree Volunteer Firemen’s Co., Inc. Requesting permission to
accept Charles Costello and Elvin Lopez as active members. (Prefiled).
33 - To Supervisor Hoak from Robert Sedia, Hidden Hollow Homeowners Association, about
concerns they have with the construction of buildings at the “Wesleyan Compound”.  Also
includes a letter sent to the Wesleyan Church and a response.


